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Commencement Ceremony

Musical Prelude

The music for commencement is provided by the 
Truman State University Wind Symphony under the direction of Curran Prendergast, conductor.

First Suite in Eb — Gustav Holst
Pomp and Circumstance — Edward Elgar

Processional

United States Army ROTC Color Guard

Grand Marshal
Bill Miller, Associate Professor of Chemistry

President of the University
Susan L. Thomas

Interim Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost
Charles A. McAdams

Commencement Speaker
Andrew Dykens

Student Speaker
Esther Lee

Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration

Board of Governors

Vocal Soloist
Skylar Petersen

Bachelor of Music in Music Emphasis Groups

Readers
Elizabeth M. Clark, Dean, School of Social and Cultural Studies

David Gillette, Professor of Economics

Marshal
Kathryn Brammall, Professor of History
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Candidates for the Degree Master of Accountancy
Candidates for the Degree Master of Arts

Candidates for the Degree Master of Arts in Education
Candidates for the Degree Master of Athletic Training

Candidates for the Degree Master of Science
Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Fine Arts

Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Music
Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Arts
Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Science

Faculty Honorees

Faculty and Administration

National Anthem

The Star-Spangled Banner — Francis Scott Key

Skylar Petersen

Welcome, Opening Remarks, and Introductions

President Thomas

Greetings from Board of Governors

Introduction of Commencement Speaker

President Thomas

Commencement Address

Andrew Dykens
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Recognition of Faculty Honorees

Interim Provost McAdams and President Thomas

Natalie (Talie) Alexander, Associate Professor Emerita of Philosophy and Religion
Jay P. Belanger*, Professor Emeritus of Mathematics
Joseph J. Benevento, Professor Emeritus of English

Charles M. Boughton, Instructor Emeritus of Business Administration
Sheila Daniels Garlock, Assistant Professor Emerita of Communication Disorders

Alan J. Garvey*, Professor Emeritus of Computer Science
Michael E. Goggin*, Professor Emeritus of Physics
Elisabeth A. Hooper, Professor Emerita of Biology

Jennifer G. Jesse, Professor Emerita of Philosophy and Religion
Betty L. McLane-Iles, Professor Emerita of French

John Todd Palumbo, Professor Emeritus of Mathematics
Marc J. Rice, Professor Emeritus of Music

Priscilla Ann Riggle, Professor Emerita of English
Mary B. Shapiro*, Professor Emerita of Linguistics

Dana Smith, Professor Emerita of Theatre
Brenda Kay Wheeler, Associate Professor Emerita of Nursing

Introduction of Student Speaker

Interim Provost McAdams

Student Address

Esther Lee

Recognition of Honor Students

Interim Provost McAdams

Presentation of Candidates and Conferring of Degrees

Interim Provost McAdams and President Thomas

Elizabeth M. Clark 
David Gillette 

* – in absentia
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Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Fine Arts
Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Music

Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Arts

Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Science
Candidates for the Degree Master of Accountancy

Candidates for the Degree Master of Arts
Candidates for the Degree Master of Arts in Education
Candidates for the Degree Master of Athletic Training

Candidates for the Degree Master of Science

Turning of Tassels and Closing Remarks

President Thomas

America the Beautiful

arranged by Roger Cody

Skylar Petersen

Recessional and Postlude

Stars and Stripes Forever  – John Philip Sousa
Second Suite in F  – Gustav Holst

Junior Marshals

The Junior Marshals, robed in white, serve as escorts
during the Commencement ceremony. 
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Commencement Speaker

Andrew Dykens

Dr. Andrew Dykens is an associate professor of family and 
community medicine at the University of Illinois Chicago. As a 
core member of the UIC’s Center for Global Health, he supports 
its mission to reduce health disparities and improve the health of 
populations and individuals around the world.

In addition to his work as a medical doctor and professor,  
Andrew is a National Institutes of Health funded researcher 
whose interests include developing scalable cervical cancer 
control and prevention programs in low- and middle-income 
countries. He currently serves as the director of the Global Health 
Equity Implementation Research Network at UIC’s Center for 
Global Health.

Andrew is the founding director of the Capacity Strengthening Platform at the Consortium 
of Universities for Global Health, a global initiative that aims to facilitate institutional 
partnerships focused on strengthening healthcare training capacity by connecting local 
resources to meet community needs. 

A desire for global wellness has long been a passion for Andrew. After graduating magna 
cum laude from Truman with a Bachelor of Science degree in biology in 1997, he spent two 
years with the Peace Corps, serving as a community health and sanitation volunteer in the 
West African country of Mauritania.  

Andrew graduated from the University of Missouri School of Medicine in 2004. While 
completing a family medicine residency at the University of Illinois Chicago, he also earned 
a master’s degree in public health. 

During his time at Truman, Andrew was a member of the wrestling team. He was also 
actively involved in Blue Key Honor Society and Omicron Delta Kappa National Leadership 
Honor Society. 

Andrew and his wife, Lauren, have two children, Sevilla and Eliana. In addition to spending 
time with his family and friends, Andrew enjoys traveling, playing volleyball, and singing 
with his girls and is competitive in the initial and final 100 meters of an occasional triathlon.
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The Graduates

The Commencement program is a roster of candidates, not an official list of graduates. 
Appropriate degrees and honors will be awarded to candidates who successfully complete all 

requirements by established deadlines.

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
Jessica Lee Barbee, Creative Writing
Kaydee L. Belanger, Creative Writing
Joseph Tyler Bichsel, Creative Writing
Gillian Burks, Creative Writing
Nathaniel S. Chrisman, Design
Kameron Alexander Clark, Art
Josie Cross, Design
Mara Crow, Creative Writing
Catherine Dandy, Creative Writing
Joseph J. Dougherty (Also BA), Creative Writing
Jacob Joseph Edwards, Creative Writing
Max Etheridge, Design
Rachel Simone McCary*, Art
Madeline Jeanette McDermott, Creative Writing
Hermela Peterson, Design
Kirsten Jo Poole, Design
Ana Sofia Ragouzis-Roman*, Creative Writing
Rianna Rice*, Art
Padraic Christopher Riordan (Also BA), Creative Writing
Isiah M. Slater (Also BS), Design
Stephanie Tauser, Design
Caroline Taylor, Creative Writing
Kate Wilson, Creative Writing
Gabrielle Winterboer, Design

BACHELOR OF MUSIC
Jacob Cowsert, Music Emphasis Groups (BM)
Taylor Anise Howard*, Music Emphasis Groups (BM)
Miranda Ruth Lee (Also BA), Music Emphasis  

Groups (BM)
Dakotah Jabez Mandina, Music Emphasis Groups (BM)
Skylar Sloan Petersen, Music Emphasis Groups (BM)
Lucas Shroyer, Music Emphasis Groups (BM)

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN NURSING
Samantha Lauren Ahrendt
Katherine Benzing
Megan Marie Binkhoelter
Kristen Marie Chavana*
Abigail Joyce Chruma
Miles Wilbur Clopton
Allyson Taylor Cochran

Hannah Kathleen Conboy*
Sophia DeCampi
Jadyn Marie Ensign
Emily Fazio
Sarah Lois Elizabeth Gill
Maria Anna Ginocchio
Samantha Ann Giordanengo
Jael Rebekah Hansen
Olivia Marie Harding
Cydney Hedrick
Deirdre Ann Hennessey
Lillian W. Humphrey
Grace Jane Elizabeth James
Ally Jo Johnson
Maria Christine Kloeppel
Abigale Noele Lenzner
Taylor Marie Light
Jordan Alyssa Marshall
Jacquelyn Olivia Meeks
Hannah Nikole Meyer
Hannah Marie Miller
Sarah Rose Moore
Tristin Marie Newton*
Sydney Njeri Njoroge
Jc Michael Odle*
Sophie Lyn Oxandale
Brooklynn Pierce
Kelsey Margaret Pierce
Courtney Grace Schlereth
Autumn Rose Schrader
Steven Read Smethers
Hannah M. Smith*
Lauren Stade
Namuna Sunar*
Grace Olivia Taggart
Ashley Marie Teson
Carly Jo Thompson
Ella Loren Wagner
Kennedy Reese Wallace
LiliAna Margaret Ward
Sarah Lin Wieberg
Justin Paul Wingerter
Katherine Elizabeth Wood
Macyn Lorene Young

* – denotes August 2023 graduate
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BACHELOR OF ARTS
Kent Allsberry, Biology
Maria Emilia Angulo, Business Administration
Cori Elaina Bales, Communication
Evan Bartlett, Business Administration
Abbigail Renee Bendle, English
Samantha Bertier, Psychology
Matthew Boston, Political Science &  

International Relations
Bridget Jean Boyle, Music (Pre-Certification)
Hannah M. Breitenstein, English
John R. Breitweiser, Communication
Kyra Bridges, Theatre
Emma Pauline Broaddus, Business Administration  

and Modern Language
Monica Brown*, Business Administration
Emma Burke, English
Emma Marie Bushery, Music (Pre-Certification)
Grace Bushmeyer, Modern Language
Matthew Alec Calcara, English
Roberto Alessandro Cárcamo Alonzo, Business 

Administration
Jordan Carlson, Political Science & International 

Relations
Magdalyn Carlson, Biology
Emilio Carrión, Communication
Tiffany Vanessa Chaverri*, Spanish
Liping Chen, Business Administration
Zijie Chen, Business Administration
Samuel Becket Clark, Psychology
William Connolly, English
Alexis Gayle Cook, Communication and Sociology/

Anthropology
Brittain Cooper, Music (Pre-Certification)
Jenna Kay Courtois (Also BA), Psychology
Grace Daugherty, English
Catherine Grace Dean, Music (Pre-Certification)
Joseph J. Dougherty (Also BFA), Communication
Jack Douglas Eichholz, Political Science &  

International Relations
Eryn Ashleigh Fantroy, English
Maximillian Fensterman, Business Administration
Sydney Ferguson, Business Administration
Daniel Fink, Music (Pre-Certification)
Andrew Thomas Fischbeck, Political Science & 

International Relations
Gabriel R. Fish (Also BS), Business Administration
Zoie Antoinette M. Francisco, Political Science & 

International Relations
Ryan Fuemmeler*, Sociology/Anthropology
Laura Lucia Gainza Ayala, Business Administration
Henry Geers, Theatre
Ariana Rose Gerard, Sociology/Anthropology
Rachel J. Ghatasheh, Communication

Yasmine Ghenima, Political Science &  
International Relations

Joshua Drake Grandstaff, English
Robert Sidney Greco, English
Alycen Clare Greenwood, Psychology
Allison Elizabeth Griffard, Sociology/Anthropology
Meredith Francis Grimm-Howell, Theatre
Norah Madeline Grojean, Business Administration
Edward August James Hahn, Communication
Annalisa Lane Harris*, English
Lauren Elizabeth Harrison, Biology
Margaret Flaherty Hart, English
Elijah A. Hazekamp, Business Administration
Kamara Henryhand, English
Noelle Jean Hogrebe, Business Administration  

and English
Audra Houser, Communication Disorders
Camryn Howe, English
Hannah Huddleston, Music (General)
Liam Alexander Huey, Business Administration
Michael William Jacober, History
Mingyang Jin, Business Administration
Emily Johnson, Modern Language
Kaitlyn Nicole Johnson, Communication Disorders
Joseph Ambrose Kennison Jolly, English
Mackenzie P. Jones, Business Administration
Grace Leigh Keenan, Biology
Sarah Elizabeth Keenan, Political Science & 

International Relations
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Kelly, Theatre and Psychology
Connor Riley King*, Sociology/Anthropology
Rose Melroy Kippenbrock, English
Hannah Noelle Kirchner, Sociology/Anthropology
Jake Ryan Kline, Economics
Eastlyn Koons, Communication Disorders
Maya Krump, Communication
Michael Lakey (Also BS), Economics
Esther Lee, Business Administration
Miranda Ruth Lee (Also BM), Music (Pre-Certification)
Jiaxin Liu, Business Administration
Candace Adayah Logan, Psychology
Ross Cromer Lohman, Economics and Philosophy  

& Religion
Abigail Mack, Communication Disorders
Rayanna Alexis Madsen, Philosophy & Religion
Lindsey L. Mahan, Art
Margherita Maiani, Business Administration
Grace Marshall, History
Cameron Joseph Massieon, History
Karsen Grace Mauney, Communication
Lucas Anthony May, Business Administration
Erin Caitlin McCart, Modern Language
Nicholas Carl McClanahan, Business Administration
Andrew Paul McDonald, Biology

* – denotes August 2023 graduate
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Lydia McDonald, English
Matthew Lee McElrath (Also BS), Philosophy & Religion
Benjamin Otto McFarland, Music (Pre-Certification)
Addison Claire Marie McGrath, Psychology  

and Communication
Derik Paul McInturff Jr. (Also BS), Modern Language
Darren M. McKenzie, Political Science &  

International Relations
Grace McKinnis, English
McKelvie Rose McMurry, History and English
Madelyn Paige Meinhardt, Modern Language
Nardos Zerihun Mengesha, Business Administration
Keaton T. Mitchell, Business Administration
Katherine Mobley, English
Linna Mou, Business Administration
Clayton Patrick Moyers, English
Lydia Elizabeth Muchow, Modern Language
Maggie Munsterman, English
Chad David Myers (Also BS), English
Gabriella Nagy, English
Katherine Rose Neff, Business Administration
Megan Nesbitt, Communication
Lexi Neubauer, Psychology
Jacob E. O’Bryan, Physics
Emily Danielle O’Leary*, Communication
Abby Lindsey Onnen, Communication Disorders
Bianca Paige Overbeck, Music (Pre-Certification)
Caiden Flynn Owens, Business Administration
Haley Peer, Art
Amelia Francisca Pelaez, Sociology/Anthropology
Lukas Cyrus Francis Pierce, Communication
Hannah Pinkston, Business Administration
Alex Eugene Pohlman, Political Science &  

International Relations
Madison Paige Post, Communication
Murray Russell Pringle (Also BS), Psychology
Kaitlin Quintana, Communication Disorders
Karl Eduard Ramberg (Also BS), Art
Sonja Rose Ramberg, History and Art
Jiexin Ran, Communication
Kaitlyn Ratliff*, Biology
Nora Marie Rechtien, English
Nirapada Rengsomboon, Biology
Nicholas Reznick, Modern Language
Abby Carrol Richmond, Communication
Padraic Christopher Riordan (Also BFA), Philosophy  

& Religion
Hannah Elaine Rohm, Political Science &  

International Relations
Airin Duane Rolley, Communication
Heidi Lynne Royer, Communication and Economics
Elana K’Lisa Sanders-Braxton, Classics
Drew Schulz, Music (Pre-Certification)
Nicole Severino, Business Administration

Baoyi Shan, Business Administration
Kaitlyn Marie Sharp, English
Blake Remington Short (Also BS), English
Amanda Grace Smith, Business Administration  

and Modern Language
Yuyang Sun, Business Administration
Kody William Swaringen, English
Kendall Rose Tarantino, Sociology/Anthropology
Kali Shae Teague, Art
Ruth Adane Teferi, Business Administration
Caleb Matthew Van Horn, Art
Katelyn Suzanne Walker*, English
Justin Waller, English
Magali Wayman, Economics
Samuel Weaver, Music (Pre-Certification)
Carolyn Ruth Wehmeyer, History
Kathryn Jo Welter, Psychology
Catherine Whaley, Business Administration
Alexander Grant Wheeler, Physics
Benjamin Montgomery Willoughby, Mathematics
Teegan Winkeler, Theatre
Shannon Marie Wortmann, Business Administration
Longfei Xu, Business Administration
Yuxin Ying, Business Administration
Hajin Yun, Business Administration
Chuqin Zeng, Business Administration
Keer Zeng, Economics
Johnathan Andrew Zielinski, Business Administration

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Abduboriy Abdurakhmonov, Computer Science
Jordan Nicole Adams, Accounting and Business 

Administration
Amr Ahmed, Justice Systems
James Ajilore, Computer Science
Michael Leonard Albertson, Business Administration
Quinn Elise Albertson, Exercise Science
Jonna Kay Albright, Justice Systems
Benjamin E. Altman, History
Karch Timothy Anderson, Computer Science
Madisyn Lee Andrews, Interdisciplinary Studies
Abdulrahman Annaba, Physics
Kathryn Alexa Armagost, Psychology
Saul Armendariz Lobera*, Biology
Skylar Broderick Asbury, Health Science
Monica Lauren Backer, Communication Disorders
Caitlin Maya Bailey, Biology
Ninh Duc Bao, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
Madeline Elizabeth Baugh, Psychology
Meredith Grace Bayer, Statistics and Mathematics
Makaylee Shae Beck, Business Administration
Hannah Belanger, Exercise Science
Daniel Lawrence Bereswill, Agricultural Science

* – denotes August 2023 graduate
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Amanda Frances Berry, Health Science
Jacob Paul Bichsel, Business Administration
Brianna Bone, Justice Systems
Valentina Bostick, Psychology
Emily Bowen, Psychology
Lauren Bowman, Justice Systems and Psychology
Abigail Renee Boyer, Business Administration
Taylor Renae Bradshaw, Biochemistry &  

Molecular Biology
Manie Brema, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
Jonah P. Bridges, Physics
Taylor Nicole Bringer, Communication Disorders
Abbey Brooks, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
Keyton Dean Brown, Accounting
Melody Sylvia Brown, Biology
Kristina Burgess, Business Administration
Alexander Burkhardt, Business Administration
Grace Allison Byrn, Business Administration
Lauren Byrne, Psychology and Justice Systems
Melina Shannon Campbell, Exercise Science
Dominic Caputa, Physics
Alex Wade Carlson, Mathematics
Nolon Donald Carter, Biology
Yaoxi Chen, Computer Science
Thanh Chu, Computer Science
Natalie Edurne Clark, Mathematics
Taylor Cobb, Mathematics
Jessica Coleman, History
Taylor Coleman, History
Dylan Conner, Business Administration
Kayla Cook, Communication Disorders
Joshua Cooley, Communication Disorders
Stephanie Lynn Coonfield, Sociology/Anthropology
Benjamin Hayes Cooper, Health Science
Jenna Kay Courtois (Also BS), Justice Systems
Olivia Marie Daehnke, Sociology/Anthropology
Jacques Darwin, Business Administration
Shelby Leighann Davis, Biology
Damian Michael Deugarte, Computer Science  

and Mathematics
Madison Catherine Devlin, Exercise Science
Sarah Lauren Diven, Mathematics
Nicholas Dolson, Political Science &  

International Relations
Landon Cody Donaldson, Accounting
Kevin M. Donohue, Statistics
Nicole Marie Dorn, Biology
Lauren Duggan, Business Administration  

and Accounting
Molly Elizabeth Duggan, Exercise Science
Venkatasaicharan Dyavanapalli, Biology
Madison Easley, Psychology
Dane Edmund Eggert, Exercise Science
Joshua Reuben Eitel*, Agricultural Science

Olivia Grace Erway, Health Science
Ian Esteban, Psychology
Amanda Marie Everhart, Biology
Madelyn Jaye Ewing, Exercise Science
Michaela Marie Ewing, Biology
Julia Fangman, Justice Systems
Catherine LeAnn Farmer, Exercise Science
Lexie Rose Farmer, Accounting and Justice Systems
Kyle Daniel Farrell, History and Political Science  

& International Relations
Devin Lee Fields, Exercise Science
Gabriel R. Fish (Also BA), Economics
Robert John Carroll Flinn, Biology
Cassadi Monroe Forman, Biology
Jumar Xavier Francis, Biochemistry &  

Molecular Biology
Charles Benton Fraser, Exercise Science
Harrison Culton Frawley, Business Administration
Autumn Jane Frazier, Justice Systems
Trevor Marc Frazier, Exercise Science
Ryan Austin Freese, Psychology
Sydnie Ann Freese, Health Science
Elana Freesmeier, Liberal Studies
Rebecca Freitas, Agricultural Science
Keira Lynn Fuller, Psychology
Anna Fulsom, Exercise Science
Priyashma Ghimire, Exercise Science
Savannah Brooke Gibson, Exercise Science
Hunter M. Gillen, Biology
Sean Gillespie, Statistics
Jonathan David Gillette, Health Science
Samuel J. Gooch, Business Administration
Jacob Grabenhorst, Accounting
Tatum Rose Graham, Communication Disorders
Gavin Gratza, History
Victoria Ann Griffith, Accounting
Hannah Grisham, Psychology
Hannah Elizabeth Gross, Biology
Lydia Ann Grumke, Psychology
Laura Beth Haarmann, Accounting and  

Business Administration
Saxon Lee Hagemann, Exercise Science
Brianna Hallquist, Biology
Ashlyn Hanson, Computer Science
Carson Harmon*, Computer Science
Corbyn Harold Harper, Interdisciplinary Studies
Daniel M. Harper, Business Administration
Jagger Lee Harris, Computer Science
Emma Danielle Hart, Computer Science
Meghan Haug, History
Alec Hawkins, Psychology
Shane T. Hawkins*, Health Science
Audrey Heathcote, Biology

* – denotes August 2023 graduate
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Diana Elizabeth Heckert, Biochemistry &  
Molecular Biology

Cole Hartwig Hedrick, Exercise Science
Kellie Helmick, Communication Disorders
Kylie Lynn Helmig, Biology
Dylan C. Hicks, Business Administration
Genevieve Moon Hockett, Psychology and  

Justice Systems
Kate Elizabeth Hoey, Psychology
Sarah Ellen Holmes, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
Jewel Rose Hopkins, Exercise Science
Katelyn Eva Hopkins, Biology
Faith Anne Hoppe, Business Administration
Reese Kathryn Howard, Exercise Science
Lukas John Hudson, Political Science &  

International Relations
Kara Elizabeth Hunt, Accounting
Danielle Elizabeth Illy, Biology
Nicholas Ives, Chemistry
Emma Ruth Jameson, Communication Disorders
Andrew Jenkins, Statistics
Malia Gail Johnson, Linguistics and Computer Science
Joshua Jones, Statistics
Molly Nicole Jones, Health Science
Tyler Alan Juergens, History
Anastasia Juracsik, Mathematics
Manzi Muhumuza Kadoma, Exercise Science
Kana Gebrekidan Kassa*, Biology
Christopher John Kastberg, Accounting
Zachary William Kays, Psychology
Donald Joseph Keane, Business Administration
Grace Mary Kearns, Justice Systems
Rebecca Joanne Keasey, Computer Science
Kamila Allison Kebrdle, Exercise Science
Kinsey Marsan Keller, Psychology
Veronica Rose Kelly, Psychology
Kaelin Kendrick-O’Bryan, Exercise Science
Ethan Robert Kershaw, Interdisciplinary Studies
Joseph Benjamin Kessler, Computer Science
Biwansh Khatri, Physics
Lexy Nicole Kimber, Exercise Science and Psychology
Callyn Elyse Kinney, Communication Disorders
Cara Rose Klaustermeier, Psychology
Matthew Henry Klekar, Statistics and Mathematics
Hannah Lynn Klene, Psychology
Zackery Koch*, Psychology
Jacob Koebel, Business Administration
Savanna Lynn Koetting, Accounting
Jacob A. Kolb, Linguistics
Carol Koob, Biology
Chase Andrew Kossman, Business Administration
Harmon M. Kreuger, Health Science
Lauren Antonia Krippner, Psychology
Megan Kruse, Mathematics

Tanner Lain, Agricultural Science
Grant Harrison Lair, Business Administration
Michael Lakey (Also BA), Political Science & 

International Relations
Ainsley Page LaMore, Biochemistry &  

Molecular Biology
Brenna Nichole Larkin, Political Science & International 

Relations and Justice Systems
Isaac Dean Latman, Psychology
Ryan Laule, Accounting
Bradford Scott Lay, Exercise Science
Khoa Vu Van Le, Computer Science
Nguyen Hoang Duy Le, Psychology
Jonathan William Lee, Agricultural Science
Reagan Nicole Lehenbauer, Exercise Science
Kaelene Ann Leppanen, Business Administration
Hengyi Li, Computer Science
Ruoyao Lin, Business Administration and Economics
Frank Vincent Lindwedel, Business Administration
Bella M. Lipschitze, Justice Systems
Don Pivithuru Sachindra Nimroth Liyanarachchi, 

Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
John David Long III, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
Kathleen Grace Love, Biochemistry &  

Molecular Biology
Carter George Lowe*, Computer Science
Allison Kate Ludwinski, Psychology
Hunter James Madison, Biochemistry &  

Molecular Biology
Jaxson Nicholas Mahlstadt, Psychology  

and Economics
Sana Maryam Mahmood, Business Administration
Sara Mambo*, Sociology/Anthropology
Arren Sarah Marcus-Hahn, Linguistics
Kavya Sravani Margana, Computer Science
Jaylynn Rae Martin, Exercise Science
John J. W. Marx, Accounting and Business 

Administration
Christian Anibal Marzo, Accounting and Political 

Science & International Relations
Noah Thomas May, Business Administration
Matthew Lee McElrath (Also BA), Biology
Derik Paul McInturff Jr. (Also BA), Political Science  

& International Relations
Kaitlyn Nicole McMinn*, Communication Disorders
Johnnie Charlise Chayil Mehl, Exercise Science
Reed Liam Mells, Liberal Studies
Jacob Harvey Mikulecky, Economics
Anna Paige Moore, Mathematics
Ries Edward Moredock, Business Administration
Grace Morris, Computer Science and Psychology
Jacob Patrick Morris, Mathematics
Ella Irene Mozier, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
Megan Mundy, Health Science

* – denotes August 2023 graduate

MayComProg-2023.indd   12MayComProg-2023.indd   12 4/18/23   10:34 AM4/18/23   10:34 AM



13

Chad David Myers (Also BA), Computer Science
Makelle Myers, Exercise Science
Kimberlyn Nance, Biology
Ian Nehring, Statistics
Ethan D. Nettler, Biology
Duc Minh Hoang Nguyen, Psychology and  

Philosophy & Religion
Hoai Hong Phuoc Nguyen, Business Administration
Layne T. Nichols, Economics
Jason Joshua Niffen, Physics
John Nimock, Business Administration
Grace Elizabeth Nixon, Health Science
Esther W. Njoki, Biology
Meghan Claire Novotny, Biology
Kayla Marie O’Hara, Psychology
Lillian M. Ohlsen, Psychology
Emma Jewel Oldani, Business Administration
Allison Kate Oligschlaeger, Health Science
Tucker William Olson, Statistics
Susan Rose O’Toole, Exercise Science
Pyper LeAnn Ott, Exercise Science
Brianna Carolyn Ottenwess, Exercise Science
Hannah Ilene Park, Political Science &  

International Relations
Claire Mackenna-Lynne Parson, Psychology
Katherine S. Parsons, Business Administration
Vidhi Manubhai Patel, Health Science
Lucas M. Payne, Accounting
Dylan Peeters, Business Administration
Brent Perry, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
Long Dang Phan, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
Jessica Alexis Phillips, Communication Disorders
Jasmine Le Phung, Computer Science
Nathan Pigg, Agricultural Science
Alayna Pipkin, Exercise Science
Josie Lea Pitts, Psychology
Jacob Pocivasek, Political Science &  

International Relations
Anna Poole, Economics
Kaylee Powell, Communication Disorders
Murray Russell Pringle (Also BA), Justice Systems
Kara Pruett, Psychology and Communication Disorders
Nicholas Rackers, Physics and Mathematics
Karl Eduard Ramberg (Also BA), Computer Science
Bailey Michelle Rasmussen, Political Science  

& International Relations
Jack L. Ratliff, Political Science & International 

Relations
Bryce William Rauba, Business Administration and 

Accounting
Libby A. Reinsch, Agricultural Science
Trevor Rey, Biology
Emma del Carmen Richardson, Economics
Greenlee Carole Rigby, Justice Systems

Acacia Larea Roberts, Exercise Science
Alivia Ann Roberts, Psychology
Abigail Lee Rolen, Biology
Alexis Roman, Exercise Science
Nolan David Rooney, Business Administration
Ryan Roth, Accounting and Business Administration
Savannah Rose Rothe, Biology
Ashtyn Rouland, Political Science &  

International Relations
Taylor Nicole Rozier, Psychology
Alexis M. Ruba, Business Administration
Isaac Daniel Saathoff, Exercise Science
Mikayla Salas, Psychology
Caitlyn Ann Sarin, Health Science
Abbigail Elizabeth Sauer, Health Science
Jonathon Matthew Saxbury, Exercise Science
Mutiara Jeane Schlanker, Health Science
Evelyn Schmidt, Computer Science
Justin Schneider, Computer Science
Taylor Nicole Schoonover, Agricultural Science
Alex Christopher Schrautemeier, Exercise Science
Makenzi Lynn Schroeder, Biology
Amanda Kathleen Schuermann, Biology
Jackson Todd Sefrit, Accounting and  

Business Administration
Lillian Greer Andrews Selligman, Biology
Lauren Christine Shaw, Health Science
Tara Janelle Shields, Psychology
Adam Joseph Shine, Accounting
Kennidy Shirey, Psychology
Blake Remington Short (Also BA), Psychology
Nathan Shortt, Exercise Science
Abigail Simpson, Justice Systems
Jaylyn Marie Singleton, Biochemistry &  

Molecular Biology
Isiah M. Slater (Also BFA), Computer Science
Drew Thomas Smiser, Exercise Science
Emily May Smith, Interdisciplinary Studies
Matteson Rose Smith, Communication Disorders
Paige Leeann Snyder, Interdisciplinary Studies
Anthony G. Soest, History
Seokju Son, Biology
Anna R. Sorensen, Biology and Psychology
Katherine Elizabeth Speak, Linguistics
Sadie Rae Spratt, Biology
Ryan Andrew Springer, Biochemistry &  

Molecular Biology
Tayte Standifird, Accounting
Rachel Alayne Stanfield, Biochemistry &  

Molecular Biology
Hannah Karen Steele, Psychology
Madison Stoecklein, Accounting
Samantha Stoecklein, Business Administration
Alexander Stricklin, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology

* – denotes August 2023 graduate
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Guthrie Stroh, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology  
and Philosophy & Religion

Kallista Mabel Madeleine Stubblefield, Biology
John Dalton Sylvara, Biology
Morgan Tanner Tait, Exercise Science
Tenzin Kelsang Tamang, Biology
Murtuza Sarwat Taqi, Physics
Danya Tayeh, Health Science
Kathryn Suzanne Taylor, Linguistics
Macy Taylor, Exercise Science and Psychology
Victoria Yung Taylor, Political Science &  

International Relations
Natalie Telep, Exercise Science
Chase Terry, Business Administration
Audrey Lyn Thompson, Health Science
Moriah Elizabeth Thompson, Health Science
Xinyu Tian, Accounting
Conrad Blaise Tibesar, Computer Science
Zachary Titone, Business Administration
Sarah Townlian, Health Science
Benjamin Lyle Tracy, Justice Systems
Kaitlyn Trantham, Exercise Science
Jake Edward Tuttle*, Exercise Science
Callie Unrein, Exercise Science
Allie Jo Unruh*, Agricultural Science
Samuel Joseph Vaclavik, Mathematics
Liesel K. Van Horn, Biology
Sara Michelle VanAmburgh, Accounting
Vanessa Nicole VanLaningham, Communication 

Disorders
Adam Duane Vaske, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
Christopher Patrick Voichahoske, History
Welton J. Vosmith, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
Amanda Rose Voss, Psychology
Abigail Marie Wagner, Health Science
Tycho Enderle Wagner, Sociology/Anthropology
Tyler Allen Wagner, Computer Science
Nikolas Walker, Health Science and Justice Systems
Jingbo Wang, Computer Science
Junxiong Wang, Accounting
Ava Ward, Biology
Benjamin Watson, Justice Systems

Justin Wayne, Linguistics
Samantha Ann Webster, Chemistry
Shelby Ann-Renee Webster, Exercise Science
Victor Wei*, Computer Science and Statistics
Elijah T. Weis, Business Administration
Iva Lynn Welbourne, Agricultural Science
Hayden M. Wells, Exercise Science
Colby West, Political Science & International Relations
McKenzie Elaine West, Biology
Rachel Corinne Whaley, Psychology and  

Exercise Science
Nicholas G. Wheatley, Biology
Anthony Michael Wheeler, Exercise Science
Daniel White, Sociology/Anthropology
Riley Wibberg, Communication Disorders
Camilla Seren Wilkerson, Mathematics
Mary Wilkinson, Justice Systems
Jessica Willhoite, Sociology/Anthropology
Joseph Paul Williams, Biology
Karissa Paige Williams, Biochemistry &  

Molecular Biology
Peyton Grace Williams, Biology
Natalie Willis, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
Nicole Lynn Willis, Exercise Science
Autumn Lee Winslett, Biology
Ashley Nicole Winters, Economics
Curtis Alan Womach Jr., Physics
Gabrielle Woods, Psychology
Micahla Woolfolk, Philosophy & Religion
Abigail R. Worobec, Exercise Science
Caroline Grace Wright, Economics
Leslie Kay Wrinkles, Linguistics
Paul John Wuennenberg Jr., Political Science  

& International Relations
Sydney Marie Young, Exercise Science
Chubei Zhang, Accounting
Xinyi Zhang, Accounting
Yifu Feng Zhu, Exercise Science
Annabel Elaine Zimmer, Communication Disorders
Hannah Christina Zimmerman, Biology and Psychology
Kevin Mark Yaovi Zossoungbo, Accounting and 

Business Administration

* – denotes August 2023 graduate

MayComProg-2023.indd   14MayComProg-2023.indd   14 4/18/23   10:34 AM4/18/23   10:34 AM



15

MASTER OF ACCOUNTANCY
Philip Nicholas-Joseph Abbacchi
Korey Canada
Joseph Edward Clay
William Haynes Clayton
Andrew Clever
Joshua Earls
Elise Lucy Greenland
Michael Anthony Gruper
Kendal Elizabeth Hagenhoff
Madeline Elizabeth Hall
Mitchell Sinclair Heberer
Emily Isabell Imhoff
Grant Michael Jenkins
Jacob Wiley Jones
Nathan Parks Key
McGregor Knudsen
Jiaqi Li
Ryan Michael Ludwinski
Blake Davis Mangan
Brittany Nensel
Patrick Northem
Theodore B. Pardee
Bricelyn Ann Pemberton
Samantha Rohne
John Schneider
Max Sengl
Kristin Van Booven
Yuai Wei
Emily Elizabeth Yovich
Steven Zak
Vel Tha Zi
Reine Benita Zossoungbo

MASTER OF ARTS
Jessica Maria Alvarado Brenes, Music
Carolyn Elise Baxter, Communication Disorders
Christina Marie Belt*, English
Nicklas Scott Bohannon, Music
Andrew Mark Brennan, Leadership
Morgan Alise Bross, Communication Disorders
Timothy P. Bruns, Gifted Education
Kelly M. Clark*, Gifted Education
August William Davis, English
Megan Colleen Devine, Music
Rachel Lynn Edwards*, Gifted Education
Natalie Ruth Fatka*, Leadership
Meredith Froehlich*, Gifted Education
Natalie L. Galluzzo, Leadership
Theodore David Greer, Music
Kailea Jaiden Drennan*, Gifted Education
Haley Jo Grooms, Communication Disorders
Kimberly Barron-Holmes*, Gifted Education

Emily Rose Howard, Communication Disorders
Tanner Johnson, Leadership
Kaci Lynn Jordan, Communication Disorders
Taylor Nichole Libbert, English
Jenna Lynn Manzelli, English
Kaytlin Marnati*, English
Beth McCann*, Gifted Education
Corinna Joan McFall*, Leadership
Allison Elizabeth McMichael, Communication Disorders
Katie Marie Mischo, Communication Disorders
Robert Scott Myers II, Leadership
Allyson Renee Noll, Communication Disorders
Kimberly Regina O’Loughlin, English
Kelley Marie Powers*, Gifted Education
Divya Rawat, Communication Disorders
Taylor Reinsch, Communication Disorders
Kendall Jean Rhymer, Music
Audra Ruckel, Gifted Education
Conrad Bennie Salisbury, English
Andrew Phillip Schaper, Music
Vivian Scott, Music
Caitlin Marie Selle*, Gifted Education
Nathaniel J. Smith, Communication Disorders
Heidi Elizabeth Speth (Also MAE), English
Addison J Sprague, Communication Disorders
Catherine Tyler Timson (Also MAE), English
Madison Rose Vonarx, Communication Disorders
Jenna Marie Zanger, Communication Disorders

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN EDUCATION
Isabelle Albers, Mathematics
Clare Anders, Elementary Education
Hannah Elise Barnes, Special Education
Emily Rose Barnhouse, Music
Jocelyn Corinne Brauns, Music
Grace Aurea Bruegenhemke, Elementary Education
Mikaria Craig, History/Social Science
Carlow Anastasia Doyle, Science
Courtney Elizabeth Faasen, English
Kelsey Suzanne Fletcher, Elementary Education
Miranda Leigh Forbes, Foreign Language
Cecilia Franklin, Elementary Education
Steven Fuller, Music
Kayla Gerlt*, English
Garrett Arlen Gifford, Elementary Education
Jay Austin Charles Graham, Elementary Education
Hannah Renee Green, Elementary Education
Emma Rosemarie Guenther*, Foreign Language
MacKenzie Lynne Hahn, Mathematics
Joseph Hans Sauer Hammond, Music
Lauren Happe, English
Austin Daniel Heineman, English

* – denotes August 2023 graduate
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Elizabeth Hopwood, Exercise Science
Samantha Alice Hunsel, Mathematics
Molly Renee Hutson*, Elementary Education
Alec Robert Lamb, Music
Sarah Elizabeth Landgraf, Mathematics
Kristen Marie Lawson*, Elementary Education
Shelby Ann Lemon, Elementary Education
Katelyn Jean Low, Mathematics
Madison Nicole Luedtke, Music
Jordan Elizabeth Luscan*, Elementary Education
Olivia Grace Manuel, History/Social Science
Roger Jared Markl, English
Isaiah John Minner*, Elementary Education
Taylor Colette Pinnello, Exercise Science
Melanie Kay Rockford, Music
Joshua Steven Rohlfing, History/Social Science
Noah Harrison Schleicher, Mathematics
Rachel Shelly, Elementary Education
Samantha Lyn Shirk, Mathematics
Caitlin Marie Smith, Music
Caleb Socha, Exercise Science
Heidi Elizabeth Speth (Also MA), English
Gillian Nicole Stiles, Elementary Education
Casey Summerfield-Solomon, Music
Catherine Tyler Timson (Also MA), English
Natalie Valentine, Science
Natalie Jeannine Vance*, Foreign Language
Claire Nicole Vogt, Elementary Education
Clare Alexandria Wacker, Mathematics
Jacquelyn Olivia Wheeler, Elementary Education
Brooke Williams, Elementary Education
Jesse Wren*, Elementary Education
Emily Kathleen Zuber, Music
Xoeanne Yukukomari Zuber, English

MASTER OF ATHLETIC  
TRAINING
Logan James Benedict
Kira Rynea Burgin
Marcus Edward Jessen
Breanna Dawn McNellis
Isabel Peng
Daijha D’Nae Wilkes

MASTER OF SCIENCE
All are Master of Science in Data Science &  
Analytic Storytelling Candidates 

Katherine Grace Becker*
Aaron Lamar Cone
John Coleman Davenport
Andrew Joachim Estes*
Madison Fitzgerald-Ingerman*
Megan Joy Folken
Jerry Lin
Thomas James Matthews
Corey McNab
Brandon Walter Moore*
Madison Nicole Nguyen*
Jason Alan Odom*
Christopher Patrick O’Keefe*
Alexander J Ritterhoff
Kimberly Rolands*
Tressa Elizabeth Smith*
Christina Marie VanMeter

* – denotes August 2023 graduate
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Summa Cum Laude

3.90 - 4.0 GPA

Samantha Lauren 
Ahrendt

Abdulrahman Annaba
Madeline Elizabeth 

Baugh
Meredith Grace Bayer
Amanda Frances Berry
Emily Bowen
Bridget Jean Boyle
Taylor Renae Bradshaw
Abbey Brooks
Emma Marie Bushery
Grace Bushmeyer
Abigail Joyce Chruma
Thanh Chu
Taylor Cobb
Kayla Cook
Brittain Cooper
Joseph J. Dougherty
Kyle Daniel Farrell
Daniel Fink
Cassadi Monroe Forman
Zoie Antoinette M. 

Francisco
Ryan Fuemmeler*
Yasmine Ghenima
Sarah Lois Elizabeth Gill
Samantha Ann 

Giordanengo
Joshua Drake Grandstaff
Alycen Clare Greenwood
Victoria Ann Griffith
Laura Beth Haarmann
Olivia Marie Harding
Meghan Haug
Noelle Jean Hogrebe
Sarah Ellen Holmes
Kara Elizabeth Hunt
Kaitlyn Nicole Johnson
Malia Gail Johnson
Mackenzie P. Jones

Molly Nicole Jones
Anastasia Juracsik
Sarah Elizabeth Keenan
Ethan Robert Kershaw
Rose Melroy Kippenbrock
Maria Christine Kloeppel
Eastlyn Koons
Michael Lakey
Isaac Dean Latman
Nguyen Hoang Duy Le
Miranda Ruth Lee
Reagan Nicole 

Lehenbauer
Kaelene Ann Leppanen
Bella M. Lipschitze
Ross Cromer Lohman
Sana Maryam Mahmood
Cameron Joseph 

Massieon
Andrew Paul McDonald
Derik Paul McInturff Jr.
McKelvie Rose McMurry
Madelyn Paige Meinhardt
Hannah Marie Miller
Anna Paige Moore
Ella Irene Mozier
Maggie Munsterman
Kimberlyn Nance
Katherine Rose Neff
Ethan D. Nettler
Tristin Marie Newton*
Grace Elizabeth Nixon
Meghan Claire Novotny
Lillian M. Ohlsen
Skylar Sloan Petersen
Jessica Alexis Phillips
Anna Poole
Madison Paige Post
Nicholas Rackers
Libby A. Reinsch
Padraic Christopher 

Riordan
Hannah Elaine Rohm
Abbigail Elizabeth Sauer

Courtney Grace Schlereth
Evelyn Schmidt
Alex Christopher 

Schrautemeier
Jackson Todd Sefrit
Blake Remington Short
Lucas Shroyer
Amanda Grace Smith
Sadie Rae Spratt
Lauren Stade
Rachel Alayne Stanfield
Guthrie Stroh
Grace Olivia Taggart
Tenzin Kelsang Tamang
Murtuza Sarwat Taqi
Danya Tayeh
Caroline Taylor
Ashley Marie Teson
Carly Jo Thompson
Conrad Blaise Tibesar
Benjamin Lyle Tracy
Jake Edward Tuttle*
Abigail Marie Wagner
LiliAna Margaret Ward
Kathryn Jo Welter
Rachel Corinne Whaley
Mary Wilkinson
Kate Wilson
Gabrielle Winterboer
Caroline Grace Wright
Paul John Wuennenberg 

Jr.
Sydney Marie Young
Yifu Feng Zhu
Hannah Christina 

Zimmerman

Magna Cum Laude

3.75 - 3.89 GPA

Karch Timothy Anderson
Monica Lauren Backer
Katherine Benzing

Jacob Paul Bichsel
Joseph Tyler Bichsel
Abigail Renee Boyer
Taylor Nicole Bringer
Emma Pauline Broaddus
Keyton Dean Brown
Emma Burke
Dominic Caputa
Jordan Carlson
Magdalyn Carlson
Nolon Donald Carter
Miles Wilbur Clopton
Allyson Taylor Cochran
Jessica Coleman
Hannah Kathleen 

Conboy*
Benjamin Hayes Cooper
Grace Daugherty
Catherine Grace Dean
Damian Michael 

Deugarte
Nicole Marie Dorn
Jack Douglas Eichholz
Olivia Grace Erway
Madelyn Jaye Ewing
Julia Fangman
Lexie Rose Farmer
Ryan Austin Freese
Hunter M. Gillen
Jonathan David Gillette
Maria Anna Ginocchio
Tatum Rose Graham
Ashlyn Hanson
Corbyn Harold Harper
Audrey Heathcote
Diana Elizabeth Heckert
Genevieve Moon Hockett
Katelyn Eva Hopkins
Faith Anne Hoppe
Audra Houser
Hannah Huddleston
Lukas John Hudson
Lillian W. Humphrey
Danielle Elizabeth Illy

Recognition of Honor Graduates

UNIVERSITY HONORS
Undergraduate students receiving a baccalaureate degree with a 

grade point average (GPA) of 3.50 or above will have the degree conferred with honors. 
Honor graduates will wear special insignia during commencement. University Honors are 

awarded based on the following overall grade point averages:

* – denotes August 2023 graduate
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Ally Jo Johnson
Christopher John 

Kastberg
Rebecca Joanne Keasey
Joseph Benjamin Kessler
Callyn Elyse Kinney
Hannah Noelle Kirchner
Matthew Henry Klekar
Savanna Lynn Koetting
Carol Koob
Megan Kruse
Brenna Nichole Larkin
Esther Lee
Ruoyao Lin
Don Pivithuru Sachindra 

Nimroth Liyanarachchi
Allison Kate Ludwinski
Hunter James Madison
Rayanna Alexis Madsen
Jaxson Nicholas 

Mahlstadt
Grace Marshall
Jaylynn Rae Martin
Darren M. McKenzie
Jacob Harvey Mikulecky
Keaton T. Mitchell
Chad David Myers
Layne T. Nichols
Allison Kate 

Oligschlaeger
Bianca Paige Overbeck
Claire Mackenna-Lynne 

Parson
Vidhi Manubhai Patel
Jasmine Le Phung
Brooklynn Pierce
Alayna Pipkin
Josie Lea Pitts
Jacob Pocivasek
Kara Pruett
Nora Marie Rechtien
Rianna Rice*
Greenlee Carole Rigby
Alexis Roman
Savannah Rose Rothe
Heidi Lynne Royer
Isaac Daniel Saathoff
Mutiara Jeane Schlanker
Autumn Rose Schrader
Drew Schulz
Lillian Greer Andrews 

Selligman

Isiah M. Slater
Steven Read Smethers
Emily May Smith
Seokju Son
Yuyang Sun
John Dalton Sylvara
Stephanie Tauser
Adam Duane Vaske
Ella Loren Wagner
Tyler Allen Wagner
Samuel Weaver
Samantha Ann Webster
Shelby Ann-Renee 

Webster
Carolyn Ruth Wehmeyer
Victor Wei*
McKenzie Elaine West
Sarah Lin Wieberg
Camilla Seren Wilkerson
Joseph Paul Williams
Karissa Paige Williams
Peyton Grace Williams
Benjamin Montgomery 

Willoughby
Shannon Marie Wortmann
Macyn Lorene Young
Johnathan Andrew 

Zielinski

Cum Laude
3.50 - 3.74 GPA

Jordan Nicole Adams
Quinn Elise Albertson
Madisyn Lee Andrews
Caitlin Maya Bailey
Hannah Belanger
Abbigail Renee Bendle
Samantha Bertier
Megan Marie Binkhoelter
Matthew Boston
Manie Brema
Monica Brown*
Lauren Byrne
Melina Shannon 

Campbell
Alex Wade Carlson
Kristen Marie Chavana*
Natalie Edurne Clark
Jacob Cowsert
Mara Crow
Catherine Dandy

Sarah Lauren Diven
Molly Elizabeth Duggan
Dane Edmund Eggert
Joshua Rueben Eitel*
Catherine LeAnn Farmer
Emily Fazio
Gabriel R. Fish
Trevor Marc Frazier
Ariana Rose Gerard
Savannah Brooke Gibson
Sean Gillespie
Hannah Grisham
Norah Madeline Grojean
Hannah Elizabeth Gross
Lydia Ann Grumke
Jael Rebekah Hansen
Annalisa Lane Harris*
Emma Danielle Hart
Margaret Flaherty Hart
Kellie Helmick
Deirdre Ann Hennessey
Dylan C. Hicks
Reese Kathryn Howard
Taylor Anise Howard*
Michael William Jacober
Grace Jane Elizabeth 

James
Joseph Ambrose 

Kennison Jolly
Joshua Jones
Manzi Muhumuza 

Kadoma
Grace Leigh Keenan
Lexy Nicole Kimber
Hannah Lynn Klene
Jake Ryan Kline
Harmon M. Kreuger
Lauren Antonia Krippner
Ainsley Page LaMore
Jonathan William Lee
Hengyi Li
Frank Vincent Lindwedel
Kathleen Grace Love
Abigail Mack
Jordan Alyssa Marshall
John J. W. Marx
Christian Anibal Marzo
Lucas Anthony May
Erin Caitlin McCart
Matthew Lee McElrath
Benjamin Otto McFarland

Addison Claire Marie 
McGrath

Grace McKinnis
Kaitlyn Nicole McMinn*
Jacquelyn Olivia Meeks
Hannah Nikole Meyer
Sarah Rose Moore
Grace Morris
Linna Mou
Gabriella Nagy
Sydney Njeri Njoroge
Abby Lindsey Onnen
Susan Rose O’Toole
Brianna Carolyn 

Ottenwess
Sophie Lyn Oxandale
Katherine S. Parsons
Haley Peer
Long Dang Phan
Kelsey Margaret Pierce
Lukas Cyrus Francis 

Pierce
Hannah Pinkston
Kirsten Jo Poole
Murray Russell Pringle
Ana Sofia 

Ragouzis-Roman*
Karl Eduard Ramberg
Jiexin Ran
Bailey Michelle 

Rasmussen
Abigail Lee Rolen
Taylor Nicole Rozier
Elana K’Lisa 

Sanders-Braxton
Lauren Christine Shaw
Hannah M. Smith*
Paige Leeann Snyder
Anna R. Sorensen
Katherine Elizabeth 

Speak
Tayte Standifird
Madison Stoecklein
Namuna Sunar*
Kendall Rose Tarantino
Macy Taylor
Kathryn Suzanne Taylor
Natalie Telep
Callie Unrein
Sara Michelle 

VanAmburgh

* – denotes August 2023 graduate
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Christopher Patrick Voichahoske
Welton J. Vosmith
Amanda Rose Voss
Tycho Enderle Wagner
Kennedy Reese Wallace
Jingbo Wang
Magali Wayman
Justin Wayne
Elijah T. Weis
Iva Lynn Welbourne
Catherine Whaley
Alexander Grant Wheeler
Autumn Lee Winslett
Katherine Elizabeth Wood
Abigail R. Worobec
Chubei Zhang

HONORS 
SCHOLARS 
General honors in arts 
and sciences are awarded 
to graduating seniors who 
have completed five specially 
designated courses. At least 
one course must be from the 
areas of mathematics, science, 
humanities, and social 
science. Only grades of “A” 
and “B” may count toward the 
General Honors grade point 
average requirement of at least 
3.50 in those five courses and 
students must have an overall 
grade point average of 3.50. 

Laura Beth Haarmann
Ruoyao Lin
Katherine Rose Neff
Lillian M. Ohlsen
Nicholas Rackers
Jackson Todd Sefrit
Murtuza Sarwat Taqi
Mary Wilkinson

DEPARTMENTAL 
HONORS
Departmental honors in the 
major are available in several 
disciplines for outstanding 
majors who have achieved 
distinction as determined 
by measures specific to 
the Departmental Honors 
Program. Students meeting the 
requirements for Departmental 
Honors will have their 
transcript annotated.

Agricultural Science

Joshua Reuben Eitel*
Jonathan William Lee
Libby A. Reinsch
Iva Lynn Welbourne

Biochemistry &  
Molecular Biology

Sarah Ellen Holmes
Hunter James Madison
Ella Irene Mozier
Guthrie Stroh

Classics

Elana K’Lisa Sanders-Braxton

Communications

Joseph J. Dougherty
Sarah Elizabeth Keenan
Addison Claire Marie McGrath
Lukas Cyrus Francis Pierce
Madison Paige Post

Communication Disorders

Taylor Nicole Bringer
Tatum Rose Graham
Kellie Helmick
Kaitlyn Nicole Johnson
Callyn Elyse Kinney
Eastlyn Koons
Jessica Alexis Phillips
Kara Pruett

Computer Science

Damian Michael Deugarte
Karl Eduard Ramberg

Conrad Blaise Tibesar
Tyler Allen Wagner

Design

Kirsten Jo Poole
Isiah M. Slater
Gabrielle Winterboer

Economics

Michael Lakey
Layne T. Nichols
Anna Poole
Heidi Lynne Royer
Caroline Grace Wright

English

Abbigail Renee Bendle
Emma Burke
Grace Daugherty
Joshua Drake Grandstaff
Margaret Flaherty Hart
Noelle Jean Hogrebe
Rose Melroy Kippenbrock
Gabriella Nagy
Nora Marie Rechtien
Blake Remington Short

Exercise Science

Manzi Muhumuza Kadoma
Lexy Nicole Kimber
Reagan Nicole Lehenbauer
Shelby Ann-Renee Webster
Abigail R. Worobec
Sydney Marie Young
Yifu Feng Zhu

Health Science

Amanda Frances Berry
Jonathan David Gillette
Molly Nicole Jones
Harmon M. Kreuger
Allison Kate Oligschlaeger
Vidhi Manubhai Patel
Abbigail Elizabeth Sauer
Lauren Christine Shaw

History

Jessica Coleman
Michael William Jacober
Cameron Joseph Massieon
McKelvie Rose McMurry
Carolyn Ruth Wehmeyer

* – denotes August 2023 graduate
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Justice Systems

Julia Fangman
Lexie Rose Farmer
Genevieve Moon Hockett
Bella M. Lipschitze
Murray Russell Pringle
Greenlee Carole Rigby
Benjamin Lyle Tracy
Brenna Nichole Larkin

Linguistics

Malia Gail Johnson

Modern Languages 

Emma Pauline Broaddus
Grace Bushmeyer
Erin Caitlin McCart
Derik Paul McInturff Jr.
Madelyn Paige Meinhardt
Amanda Grace Smith

Music (Pre-Certification)

Bridget Jean Boyle
Brittain Cooper
Catherine Grace Dean
Daniel Fink
Miranda Ruth Lee
Benjamin Otto McFarland
Bianca Paige Overbeck
Samuel Weaver

Music with Emphasis Groups

Taylor Anise Howard*
Miranda Ruth Lee
Skylar Sloan Petersen
Lucas Shroyer

Music (General)

Hannah Huddleston

Nursing

Katherine Benzing
Megan Marie Binkhoelter
Abigail Joyce Chruma
Miles Wilbur Clopton
Sarah Lois Elizabeth Gill
Maria Anna Ginocchio
Jael Rebekah Hansen
Deirdre Ann Hennessey
Maria Christine Kloeppel
Jordan Alyssa Marshall

Jacquelyn Olivia Meeks
Hannah Marie Miller
Brooklynn Pierce
Courtney Grace Schlereth
Autumn Rose Schrader
Steven Read Smethers
Carly Jo Thompson
Sarah Lin Wieberg
Macyn Lorene Young

Political Science & 
International Relations

Jordan Carlson
Jack Douglas Eichholz
Kyle Daniel Farrell
Zoie Antoinette M. Francisco
Yasmine Ghenima
Lukas John Hudson
Sarah Elizabeth Keenan
Michael Lakey
Christian Anibal Marzo
Derik Paul McInturff Jr.
Darren M. McKenzie
Hannah Elaine Rohm
Paul John Wuennenberg Jr.

Philosophy & Religion

Ross Cromer Lohman
Rayanna Alexis Madsen
Padraic Christopher Riordan
Guthrie Stroh

Physics

Abdulrahman Annaba
Nicholas Rackers
Murtuza Sarwat Taqi

Psychology

Madeline Elizabeth Baugh
Ryan Austin Freese
Alycen Clare Greenwood
Genevieve Moon Hockett
Lauren Antonia Krippner
Nguyen Hoang Duy Le
Allison Kate Ludwinski
Jaxson Nicholas Mahlstadt
Addison Claire Marie McGrath
Claire Mackenna-Lynne Parson
Kathryn Jo Welter
Rachel Corinne Whaley
Hannah Christina Zimmerman

Sociology/Anthropology

Ariana Rose Gerard
Hannah Noelle Kirchner

Statistics

Meredith Grace Bayer

Studio Art

Rianna Rice*

DISCIPLINE  
HONORS
The Academic Honor Awards 
were established to recognize 
the outstanding senior/
graduate student major 
in each discipline. Each 
discipline nominates students 
to receive the Outstanding 
Student Award. The Awards 
can be given to both the 
Outstanding Undergraduate 
and Outstanding Graduate 
Student in a discipline. 

School of Arts and Letters

Art
Karl Eduard Ramberg

Art: Design
Gabby Winterboer

Art: Studio Art
Rianna Rice*

Classics
Elana K’Lisa Sanders-Braxton

Creative Writing
Kate Wilson

English
Abbigail Renee Bendle

French
Madelyn Paige Meinhardt

Linguistics
Malia Gail Johnson

Music: General
Hannah Huddleston

Music: Pre-Certification
Miranda Ruth Lee

Music: with Emphasis Groups
Lucas Shroyer

* – denotes August 2023 graduate
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Spanish
Amanda Grace Smith

Theatre
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Kelly

English - Graduate
Jenna Lynn Manzelli

Music - Graduate
Jessica Maria Alvarado Brenes

School of Business

Accounting
Jackson Todd Sefrit

Business Administration: 
Finance

Shannon Marie Wortmann
Business Administration: 
International Business

Amanda Grace Smith
Business Administration: 
Management

Kaelene Ann Leppanen
Business Administration: 
Marketing

Noelle Jean Hogrebe
Accounting - Graduate

Emily Isabell Imhoff

School of Health Sciences  
and Education

Communication Disorders
Taylor Nicole Bringer

Exercise Science
Sydney Marie Young

Health Science
Allison Kate Oligschlaeger

Nursing
Maria Christine Kloeppel

Athletic Training - Graduate
Breanna Dawn McNellis

Communication Disorders - 
Graduate

Carissa Riney
Elementary Education - 
Graduate

Jay Austin Charles Graham
K-12 Education - Graduate

Miranda Leigh Forbes
Secondary Education - 
Graduate

Catherine Tyler Timson
Special Education – Graduate

Hannah Elise Barnes

School of Science  
and Mathematics

Agricultural Science
Iva Lynn Welbourne

Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology

Taylor Renae Bradshaw
Biology

Cassadi Monroe Forman
Chemistry

Samantha Ann Webster
Computer Science

Evelyn Schmidt
Data Science and Analytic 
Storytelling

Mark Richard Benmuvhar
Mathematics

Nicholas Rackers
Physics

Murtuza Sarwat Taqi
Statistics

Meredith Grace Bayer

School of Social  
and Cultural Studies

Anthropology
Ariana Rose Gerard

Communication: 
Communication Studies

Madison Paige Post
Communication: Journalism

Sarah Elizabeth Keenan
Communication: Public 
Communication

Lukas Cyrus Francis Pierce
Economics

Caroline Grace Wright
History

Kyle Daniel Farrell
Justice Systems

Murray Russell Pringle
Military Science -  
General George C. Marshall 
ROTC Award

Benjamin Lyle Tracy
Philosophy

Padraic Christopher Riordan
Political Science & 
International Relations

Yasmine Ghenima
Psychology

Nguyen Hoang Duy Le
Psychology

Claire Mackenna-Lynne Parson
Religion

Ross Cromer Lohman
Sociology

Hannah Noelle Kirchner
Leadership - Graduate

Ryan L. Miller
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Message to New Alumni

Congratulations! You have persevered to complete your degree, culminating years of 
hard work developing your academic talents as well as your evolution as an individual 
capable of affecting change in diverse communities. Your rigorous liberal arts and 
sciences education positions you to be a multi-perspective problem solver in a time 
of great challenges for the world requiring critical thinking across silos of degrees. We 
know that you worked hard, but also know you built friendships and memories that 
helped develop you into the person you are today.

While today marks a time of transition, your friendships, experiences and learning do 
not belong to any one location. With more than 64,000 Bulldogs worldwide, the Truman 
Alumni Association is dedicated to helping alumni connect to one another and creating 
meaningful ways to connect you back to Truman. We carry our Truman Teachings near 
and far. You can join one of the alumni groups located across the country:

Even if you are not able to join an alumni group in one of these areas, please 
connect with us through social networks (Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn). The Alumni 
Association also hosts a wide range of virtual and in-person events, leveraging Truman 
connections however and wherever possible. We challenge you to spread your Truman 
story and build an increasingly stronger network of Bulldogs for future generations.

As you join other Truman alumni throughout the world, we believe you will find the 
same benefits that we do: an amazing network of people that share the indescribable 
experience of a Truman education.

Be proud of your accomplishments; you have worked hard and earned this incredible 
achievement! Welcome to the next chapter of your life and your continued opportunity 
to fulfill the Bulldog Forever legacy. Congratulations on your many triumphs. We can’t 
wait to hear what comes next!

	 Bulldog Forever,

	 Jamie E. Matthews (’08)
	 President
	 Alumni Association Board of Directors

Omaha
Springfield, Missouri
St. Louis
Upper Northeast (CT, NJ, NY)
Wichita

Iowa
Kansas City
Mid-Atlantic (D.C. area)
Mid-Missouri
Northeast Missouri

Arizona
California
Chicago
Colorado
Dallas

MayComProg-2023.indd   22MayComProg-2023.indd   22 4/18/23   10:34 AM4/18/23   10:34 AM



23

Commencement Information

THE UNIVERSITY
In 1867, Joseph Baldwin returned to Missouri from Indiana, looking for a location to 
open a school to educate teachers. On September 2, 1867, Baldwin opened the North 
Missouri Normal School and Commercial College in Kirksville. In 1870, Baldwin’s school 
became the First District Normal School of Missouri, the first in the state’s new normal 
school system, dedicated to the education of teachers for the public schools.

At the close of the 1869-70 academic year, the Normal School graduated its first class 
of 15 men. The Commencement program was held in the auditorium of the Cumberland 
Academy building on Friday, June 24, 1870. President Joseph Baldwin preached the 
sermon and T.A. Parker, state superintendent of schools, delivered the address.

Today, Missouri’s statewide public liberal arts and sciences university celebrates its 
Spring Commencement with over 780 men and women graduating with bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees. Although the people, the campus, the mission, and the name of the 
University have changed during the last 155 years, the traditions of the commencement 
ceremony have remained intact.

THE DRESS
The academic costume worn today is the dress of the medieval secular clergy with a 
few alterations introduced by 16th century Protestant reformers. The intellectual revival 
of the 12th century gave impetus to the founding of the European universities. Students 
in these institutions were clerks; thus, they wore the dress of the secular clergy. In 
the 16th century, Protestant reformers, who associated academic habits with popery, 
adopted more civilian gowns.

The oldest article of academic wear was the robe, which was a loose gown. The 
habit, a tunic with short, wide sleeves, was worn over the robe. A hood lined with fur 
or inexpensive skins could be gathered around the neck or pulled up on the head 
as a turban. Finally, there were three kinds of caps worn: the round cap, reserved for 
doctoral dignity; a round cap with strings tied under the chin, worn by jurists; and the 
square cap. Universities such as Oxford made the square cap official; however, secular 
universities adopted the Tudor bonnet still worn by doctors of law, medicine and music.

American academic costume was not established until 1895. It consists of three types 
of gowns, three styles of hoods and two kinds of cap tassels. The bachelor’s gown has 
long, pointed open sleeves with no ornamentation. The master’s gown has even longer 
sleeves, which are closed at the bottom but feature openings about halfway down for 
the hands. The doctor’s gown has full-length lapels of velvet and bell-shaped sleeves 
with three horizontal velvet bars. The color of caps and gowns is usually black; however, 
some universities feature doctoral gowns of distinctive colors, such as Harvard’s 
crimson and Yale’s deep blue. Many schools outside the United States have also 
adopted colorful gowns.
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The doctor’s hood is the longest and fullest among the degrees. The major field of 
study can be determined from the velvet facing on the hood according to the following 
color scheme: white, the arts; gold-yellow, science; purple, law; apricot, nursing; green, 
medicine; sapphire, business administration; lemon, librarianship; scarlet, theology; and 
dark blue, doctors of philosophy. 

The hood is lined with silk in the colors of the institution which granted the degree. 
Truman’s masters graduates, for example, wear a purple and white-lined hood. The 
faculty at Truman State University represent doctoral-granting institutions around the 
world. A few of their hood colors are the blue and white of Duke, the orange and black 
of Princeton, the crimson of Harvard, and the scarlet of Oxford. 

The candidates for graduation wear black caps to which are attached tassels of colors 
illustrative of their degrees:

White: �Bachelor of Arts, Master of Arts, Master of Accountancy, Master of Science, 
Master of Arts in Education, Master of Athletic Training

Brown: Bachelor of Fine Arts
Yellow-Gold: Bachelor of Science
Apricot: Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Pink: Bachelor of Music

The medallions worn by some of the undergraduate degree candidates signify the 
designation of “honor graduate.”  There are three levels of honors based on a student’s 
cumulative grade point average (GPA): an antiqued bronze medallion on a white ribbon 
signifies Cum Laude, a GPA of 3.50 to 3.74; a silver medallion on a purple ribbon 
signifies Magna Cum Laude, a GPA of 3.75 to 3.89; and a gold medallion on a purple 
and white ribbon signifies Summa Cum Laude, a GPA of 3.90 to 4.0. Final honors will 
be determined after all grades have been received and may be adjusted from those 
awarded for Commencement.

The academic procession is led by the Grand Marshal. The Grand Marshal carries the 
University Mace which symbolizes the academic corporate body of scholars possessing 
its own jurisdiction and legally constituted authority. The mace is made of Missouri black 
walnut and is decorated with purple and white tassels, and is topped with the University 
seal. Following the Grand Marshal are the platform guests dressed in doctoral robes 
with hoods featuring the purple and white colors of the University. 

Junior marshals appear throughout the ceremony dressed in white robes and caps. 
They are Truman students who help form the procession and seat the commencement 
participants.
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Inclement Weather Plan

1:00 PM CEREMONY
Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Science

Reader – Elizabeth M. Clark
 

4:00 PM CEREMONY
Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Fine Arts

Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Music
Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Candidates for the Degree Bachelor of Arts
Candidates for the Degree Master of Accountancy

Candidates for the Degree Master of Arts
Candidates for the Degree Master of Arts in Education
Candidates for the Degree Master of Athletic Training

Candidates for the Degree Master of Science
Commissioned Officers

Faculty Honorees

Reader – David Gillette

Musical Prelude

The music for commencement is provided by the Truman Brass Quintet
under the direction of Eric Dickson, Associate Professor of Music.

Fanfare from “La Peri” – Paul Dukas, arr. Wayne Barrington
Sonata from “Die Bänkelsängerlieder” – Anonymous, ed. Robert King

National Anthem

The Star-Spangled Banner — Francis Scott Key, arranged by Arthur Goldstein

Skylar Petersen

America the Beautiful

arranged by Roger Cody

Skylar Petersen

Recessional and Postlude

Quintet No. 1, Mvt. III – Victor Ewald
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Commencement Preparations

Special recognition goes to the following for commencement preparations and arrangements:

Academic Affairs Office
Advancement Office
Athletics Department 
Blue Key Honor Society
Cardinal Key National Honor Society 
Graduate Office
Information Technology Services
Music Department
Physical Plant

President’s Office
Public Relations
Public Safety
Publications
Registrar’s Office
Sodexo
Student Access and Disability Services 
Truman State University Bookstore
Union and Involvement Services
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