STUDENT GOVERNMENT

General MEETING
January 29, 2012
I. Preliminary Items

a. Roll Call
b. Approval of the Minutes
c. Changes to the Agenda
i. Add a money motion
ii. Add discussion item on budget 
d. Gallery Introductions
i. Sean- RHA
ii. Sierra- RHA
iii. Phillip- Index
iv. Ben Zinkle- new senator
e. Membership Appointments
i. Ben Zinkle—has been interested in student senate for awhile
f. Oath of Office
i. Ben successfully took the oath of office. Whoo hoo!
II. Executive Reports

a. President of the Student Association
i. Budget meeting Tuesday! Georgian Rooms at 3 pm
1. Meet outside of senate office at 2:45; wear your name tag; dress business casual
ii. Lots of applications, hoping to have a larger body by next week
iii. If you would like to assist with delivering recycling bins let Ryan know! just need to figure out how to label them
iv. Will be delivering reports soon; if you there’s any information you want to get to the board let him know
1. Meeting is 1pm on Saturday in the conference room
b. VP of the Student Association
i. Just now starting to plan for the spring retreat WHOO lots and lots of fun; it’s in the planning phases
c. Secretary
d. Treasurer
i. Updated budget; if there’s anything on the budget that he missed, there’s no FRF so let him know ASAP
ii. Money motion for the register to vote campaign in mid February (ordering registration cards, posters, etc.)
III. Auxiliary Reports

a. Student Representative to the Board of Governors
i. New rep!
ii. Agenda for the BOG meeting is on the website; if you have anything let him know
b. Faculty Advisor
c. Staff Advisor
i. Watch the budget talk if you can, she sent out a link where it will be posted online
d. Speaker of the Student Senate
i. Dress Code
e. Academic Affairs
i. Reservation for room for the poli sci talk
ii. Research mentor of the year!
f. External Affairs
i. Changed the date for Truman at the Capitol: February 29
1. Haven’t printed posters or anything
g. Environmental Affairs
i. 9pm on Mondays Baldwin 346 meetings
ii. Earth Week!!!!!
iii. Decided on showing the movie “Wasteland”
iv. Working on getting stickers for Recycle Bins
v. Creating a sustainable website to give students a place to go for information
vi. Looking into putting environmental studies to the LSP
h. Student Affairs
i. First reading of resolution
i. Diversity Chair
i. Application is up; hopefully very soon we will have a new chair
ii. Time to start planning for Diversity Week whoo!
j. Communications 
IV. Other Reports
V. Old Business
VI. New Business
a. Campus Lighting Resolution (Malin) [FIRST READ]
i. There are many issues associated with the lighting on campus—broken bulbs and other issues that cause a lack of lighting
ii. It seems like there has been not many efforts to replacing the lights
iii. Lighting for Red Barn Park will be discussed at the BOG
iv. Might want to send to physical plant as well since they deal with the lights
v. There was references to a past resolution
vi. discussed some minor changes
b. Spring Budget (Nely)

i. Pretty much the same as the fall budget with a few minor increases

ii. feel free to ask Nely or Gordon if you have any questions or if you have things you want to be changed

c. Money Motion for Get out and Vote (Gordon) [PASS]
i. Register to vote in Adair County because students spend most of their time here in Kirksville

VII. Discussion Items 
a. Budget Discussion

i. Scholarship discussion: where the funds for our scholarship comes from is no longer open to us due to budget cuts (starting in July)
1. So if senate wants to use Senate for scholarship hours, then it comes directly out of our budget (right now that would leave us at about $7000 to work with for a whole year)
2. The executive decision currently is to not include scholarship hours in the budget in order to not have to cut the senate budget to about 1/3 of the current budget
3. Also not included because the students are the ones paying our budget, and having them pay for our scholarships seems a little inappropriate
ii. Tuesday Meeting: things are looking quite grim with a 12.5% cut
1. Offering 3 year degrees as an option for new students to hopefully add new item to sales pitch—looking at Truman as affordable
a. To the best of Nely’s understanding, you would attend more school during the year to make up for the one less year—you would be doing more in less time
2. Making upper level classes 4 credit hours instead of 3 so professors will be teaching one less class but each class will last a little bit longer
3. Moving to having trimesters—3 shorter breaks instead of 2 longer ones
a. Residence halls sit empty in the summer, so that was one of the pros that was brought up for the trimester system
4. Some ideas were tossed around ie. get rid of the football team, or try and make it seem likely to try and get some extra funds
5. There are some “caps” on raising tuition prices—governor recommended last year not to go over these caps, which other schools did not listen to and go into a lot of trouble this year
6. Proposal to potentially fire tenured professors
a. That has actually already been discussed and has been on the BOG plate to simply be talking about
7. Proposal to raise tuition as much as possible, and then raise tuition even more by putting it as a student fee instead of as a tuition (the shortfall could be totally eliminated with a $1500 fee increase to each student)
a. Doesn’t making a large fee set of Governor Nixon as much as a tuition hike? – the fee would never be $1500
8. Another discussed item was changing the MAE program—it would take longer (potentially) to get the degree
a. Cutting special education is getting cut to simply adding on to a previous program
