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WHEN YOU SIGN YOUR I-20, YOU ARE AGREEING TO 

FOLLOW ALL THE RULES 

An I-20 is a document that says you are eligible for F-1 status. When you receive it, it 

is already signed by Truman staff, but you must sign it for the document to be valid. 

 

What does it mean when you sign your I-20? 

 

In the rush to get their visas, most students just sign their I-20 without even reading. 

That’s a bad idea! When you sign your I-20, you are agreeing to follow ALL the rules 

on page 3.  

 

If you break those rules, you could lose your legal status in the United States and 

have to return home. So what are you agreeing to when you sign your I-20? Let’s take 

a look: 



ON THE TOP LEFT PORTION OF PAGE 3, THERE ARE 

‘INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS’ 

 
You have to read these rules and follow them. We will explain more about them in orientation, but page 3 of  your I-20 tells you 

most of  what you need to know. 



WHAT IS AN I-20 EXACTLY?  

  

The purpose of the I-20 is for your university to confirm that you are eligible to be a student. 

Your legal status in the United States is based on being a student and eligible to begin or 

continue studying at the university on your I-20.  



WHAT DO I DO WITH MY I-20? IS IT THE SAME AS MY 

VISA? 

 

The I-20 is different from the visa, but you need both of them to enter the United States. 

The university gives your I-20 to confirm to the embassy or consulate that you are eligible to 

study. The consular official will decide if you qualify for a visa to enter the United States.  



WHAT DO I NEED TO GET INTO THE UNITED STATES? 

 

Your I-20 gives you a complete list of the documents you must present when you enter the 

United States 



WHAT DO I DO ONCE I HAVE ENTERED THE UNITED 

STATES? 

 

The ‘DSO’ is a professional staff member in the International Office. These are the people 

who have access to your records and can mark that you have arrived. At Truman, the DSOs 

will use your online address verification form to mark that you have arrived. It is very 

important that you complete that form within the first two weeks of classes. If you do not 

submit that form, you will lose your legal status and may have to return home. 



CAN I WORK IN THE UNITED STATES? 

 

We know that many students expect to work while they study. However, students are 

only allowed to work on-campus for up to 12 hours per week. Any other type of 

employment is not authorized and can result in losing your status and being sent back to 

your home country. Please understand that you will not be able to pay tuition and 

support yourself by working. You will not be able to earn enough money legally to do 

this. For information about how much you can expect to earn and how much you can 

expect to pay, you can look at the Legal Work Options and Budgeting page. You are 

required to show financial means for this reason. If you are concerned that your sponsor 

will not be able to support you, you should carefully consider whether or not to study in 

the United States.  

http://www.truman.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Legal-Work-Options-and-Budgeting.pdf


HOW LONG CAN I REMAIN THE UNITED STATES? 

 

 

If you follow the rules for F-1 students, you remain in the United States until 60 days after 

the end date on your I-20. Your I-20 may be extended if you qualify, but you must talk to a 

DSO to see if you qualify. If you let your I-20 expire, you will lose your legal status in the 

United States. 



DO I HAVE TO STAY AT THE SAME SCHOOL FOR MY 

ENTIRE PROGRAM OF STUDY? 

 

You must attend the university that issued your I-20. A school must have your SEVIS record 

to issue an I-20. Truman’s policy regarding transfers is that we require students to submit a 

formal transfer request and provide proof of acceptance before a SEVIS record will be 

transferred. More information can be found here.  

http://www.truman.edu/international/current-students/current-international-students/immigration/transfer-information/http:/www.truman.edu/international/current-students/current-international-students/immigration/transfer-information/


DO I HAVE TO REPORT TO ANYONE WHILE I AM A 

STUDENT IN THE UNITED STATES? 

 

At the beginning of every semester you complete the address verification process. All 

university students do this, and it is especially important for international students to 

maintain their legal status. Students who change addresses during the semester will complete 

the SEVIS Address Update form. 



WHAT DO YOU DO WITH INFORMATION I REPORT? 

 

The Center for International is required by law to share the information mentioned above 

with DHS. However, DHS is the ONLY entity we will provide such information to. You 

information will not be released to anyone else without your permission. 



DO I HAVE TO DO ANYTHING ELSE? 

 

There are three key rules you must follow –  

1. 12 credit hours of undergraduate or 9 credit hours of graduate enrollment each 

semester 

2. No off-campus employment or employment over 20 hours per week 

3. Make sure your passport is always valid for at least six months into the future 

If you comply with the reporting requirements each semester, follow the rules above, and 

make sure to consult with the international office regularly, you should be able to maintain 

your F-1 student status.  


