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STUDENT VISAS - WHICH ONE SHOULD YOU APPLY
FOR?

The most common student visas are F-1 and J-1.

F-1

* Apply for an F-1 visa if you are a degree-seeking student or visiting student.
The F-1 student visa program is designed for students who wish to improve
their personal and professional skills by completing a bachelor’s, master’s,
or doctoral degree or visitor program.

J-1

 Apply for a J-1 visa if you are participating in an exchange program
between your home university and Truman. The purpose of a J-1 visa
program is to promote cultural exchange and understanding.




THE STUDENT VISA PROCESS

1. Acceptance! You will receive a form |-20 (for an F-1 visa) or DS-
2019 (for a J-1 visa) when you are accepted to Truman. *

2. Pay the SEVIS fee (sometimes called the I-901 fee)- go to
fmjfee.com to pay. Keep the receipt!

3. Complete the DS-160 application** for an F-1 or J-1 visa. You
will need to go to the US Embassy website for your country to do
this.

* |SEP students will receive their DS-2019s directly from ISEP,

Truman is not involved with that process.

**The DS-160 will ask for your U.S. Point of Contact. This will be the

person who issued your I-20/DS-2019. Use the information on the I-

20/DS-2019 to complete this question. ISEP students use the

information of the ISEP Official listed on your DS-20109.



https://www.fmjfee.com/i901fee/desktop/index.jsp?view=desktop

THE STUDENT VISA PROCESS

4. Bring copies of all of the materials you submitted to Truman,
your passport, your |-20 or DS-2019, and your SEVIS fee
payment receipt to the visa interview.

5. If you pass the visa interview, the embassy or consulate will
keep your passport for a few weeks and return it to you with

your F-1 or J-1 visa stamp.




YOUR PASSPORT
DON'T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT IT

* Proof of your identity

* Proof of your citizenship

* Must not be expired at any time while you are in the
U.S.

If it expires while you are in the United States, most
countries will allow you to renew it at your embassy
Keep it safe

* Never travel in the U.S. without your passport

Make a copy of your biographical and visa pages to carry




YOUR VISA

YOU ONLY NEED IT TO ENTER THE US!

Once you're in the U.S., your visa can expire and you
may still be legal.*

HOWEVER, you must maintain your legal status by
going to school, keeping your I-20 or DS-2019 up to
date (not expired), not working illegally, and obeying
all U.S. laws.

*For J-1 students, this is true as long as your category does not change. For
more information, contact the International Student Affairs Office.




YOUR OR

e F-1 students have an I-20

e J-1 students have a DS-2019
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DS-2019

U.S. Department of State
CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR EXCHANGE VISITOR (J-1) STATUS

%

OMB APPROVAL NO.1405-0119
EXPIRES: 07-31-2011
ESTIMATED BURDEN TIME: 45 min

2, Program Sponsors ‘Exchange Visitor Program Number:
Truman State University P-1-0122

Particlpating Program Cfficlal Descriptlo
PROFESSOR; RESEARCH SCHOLAR; SHORT-TERM SCHOLAR; SPECIALIST;
STUDENT DOCTORATE; STUDENT MASTERS; STUDENT NON-DEGREE

STUDENT ASSOCIATE; STUDENT BACHELORS;:

Purposeof ths form:_Begin new program; accompanied by number (0) of immediate family members.

. Exchange Visior Category:
STUDENT BACHELORS

3. Form Covers Perlod:

From ()7 01-09-2009
To (mmiddyy): 01-08-2010 52.0299 This student will be completing a short-term '
Fe Sk e
(in US. 5) A ¥

S Durlng the perlod covered by this form,
Current program Sponsor funds : §12,092.00
Personal funds : $9,546.00

Total 1 $21,638.00

v *See Page 2

DT 7 ‘ e e

TQL ﬂ = ‘Middie Name: 0-% — T Jooos79s633
" Date of Bire ,..,E,y'y,l;; City of Birth: i!, ('*,...‘I:I I . Cilizenship Country Code:  Citizenship Country:

08-05-1986 Wiesbaden GERMANY [ GERMANY

Legal Permanent : Legal P " Position Code: Positlon:

GM GERMANY 215 UNIVERSITY

Primary Site of Activity: 100 E. Normal, Kirk Building 120

Kirksville, MO 63501

6. US. DEPARTMENT OF STATE/ DHS.USE OR CERTIFICATION BY

7.
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER-OR ALTERNATE RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RundesRue: Rielps

Alternate Responsible
Officer

THAT A NOTIFICATION COFY, OF. mlg ;'?m EN PROVIDED
INCLUDE

TO THE US. DEPARTMENT OF STATE Name of Oilichl Prejaring 1

i
100 East Normal, Kirk.Building 120
v

660-785-4215

The ¢ Visitor i the above program:
L Not subject to the two-year residence requirement.

(ALL USAID PARTICIPANTS G-2-00263 AND ALL ALIEN
i ONSORED BY P-3-04510 ARE SUBJECT TO
THE TWO-YEAR HOME RESIDENCE RECUIREMENT)

2 Subjectto two-ys
A [] Govemment financing and/or

B. |'__'] “The Exchange Visitor Skills List and/or

‘Signature of Responsiule Officer or Altemate
(2) Exchange Visitor is in good standing at the preseat time.

>
JAN 0 7 2009 2 bl Officer Telephone Number
. -04-20
% ke 2 ) 11-04-2008
N ten ? “Sighature of Resporsible OTcer or AlernaléResponuible Officer Date (mm )
L3 1} Officer TRANSFER OF PROGRAM)
)i . Teansfer of this exchange visi sponsored by
he il in item 2 is necessary igh i it j ‘the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961, as amended.
7 Date(mm-ddb ) of Siguatuce
PRELIMINARY oF OFFICER 12() OF THE TRAVEL VALIDATION BY RESPONSIBLE OFFICER
IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY ACT AND PL 94-484, AS AMENDED (see item 1(a) of page 2). (Maximom validation period is | year®)

SEXCEPT: Maximum validation period is up to 6 months for Short-term
‘Scholars and 4 months for Camp Counselors and Summer Work/Travel.

(1) Exchange Visitor is in good standing at the present time

c D PL94-484as
B Z‘?T aradis.
Unvt'i OnSULof the =
N e
Btates of A, HOV 20 2
Date (mm-dd-yyyy)

‘Signature of Consular or Immigration Officer

Date (mm-dd7)

THE U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF STATE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE FINAL DETERMINATION REGARDING 212 (&)

‘Signature of Responsible Officer or Allemate Responsible Officer

e 2 of this document.

FXCHANGE. VISITOR CERTIFICATION: | heve read and agree with the statement in item 2 on pag

B




THE STUDENT VISA PROCESS - INTERVIEW

The interview for your student visa determines whether or not you are legally
admissible into the United States, your true motives for wanting to come to the
United States, and whether or not you will be able to follow all of the student
visa rules.

* Intent - all people wanting to enter the United States are assumed to be
immigrants (people who never plan to return home) unless they can prove
otherwise. You will need to prove that you have ties in your home country
and that your true purpose in coming to the United States is to study rather
than work or visit relatives.

« What if | want to live in the United States after | complete my studies!? -
That is fine, the key phrase is that you want to complete your studies. You
must prove that you do not intend to work or engage in other non-
permissible activities while you are in the United States on a student visa.

* Ties to your home country can be established in various ways, bank
accounts, documentation of family business, anything that shows that you
will maintain close connections to your home country while you are a
student.




THE STUDENT VISA PROCESS - THE RULES

Once you have arrived in the United States, you must continue to follow the
rules for student visa holders. Following the rules means that you are
“maintaining your student status.” If you do not follow the rules, you will not be
legally allowed to remain in the United States.

Know Your Responsibilities

Staying Legal Is Up To You!



http://www.truman.edu/international/current-students/maintaining-status/

