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SPEECH CF SEMATOR HAFEY S. TRUIAN
BEFORE THE GRADUATING CLA3S OF NORTHEALT
VISSOURI STATE TUACHTRS CCLL":,(“ AT

KIRESVILLE, MISSOURT, OF AUAUCT 13, 1943

TC o5 RELUASTD QFF DBELITVETRY

I feel haghly bheonered Lo hove been dinvited nere today Lo talke part
in this cormrencareat srercise and he meet with the faculiy, the students, the
alwmni, and many friends of Lnis vine institution, to adorsss the Graduating
Class of the Heortheast Fissouri Stato Teachers College, I believe that all of
ns owe a debt of gratitnde to the founders and the faculty of thig school, who
have labored so carnestly and conscientiously down through th; years to preserve

end perpetupbe the high standards and fine traditions that prevail today. You
-5
of the (raduating Class have a continuing obliration to carry on these traditions
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and to a”°ume the duties and responsibilifies of citizgenship which now becorne
yours in this very complicated world we live in,

Today our cherished heritage of demecracy and freedom is endangered by
gl
the most deisperate and powerful forces cf evil that hav ever banded themselves

tosether. | This werld-wide war will determine [lor gencrations to come whether
we will live in a world of democracy and individual liberty or in a world

onoLavod “brutalized and terrorized by barbarous aggressors. That the Urdted
(

Naticns shall put an end forever to the regice of the Axis nadmen no one doubts.
iy

Cur fighting rien are steadily and surcly attacliing and destroving the duper

fortresses of the enemy. Qur invinci®le will is stepping up the tempo of the

4
war and the inevitable day approaches when the gates of Rome, Berlin and
P N ”
Tokyo will f£all. e whe rerain at home rust gird ourselves with redetermination

to use all our resources — our materisl wealth, our ingenuity, our skill, all

those attributes of mind and soul from which freedom, as we know it, has come
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o méﬁ“Lé”ﬁo the end that this conflict may be won in the shortest possible

,timewand‘with the least possible loss:of life.

This’ Country has s difficult future, but a pood one 1f we hmve the

¢

i

" courage to make it so. The war will be won — perhaps not ‘so eas ily or so soon

as we hope. To win the war we must exert the greatest possmble strlklng power :

‘éﬁ th§ front. War today is total war and powur cannot be exerted at the

-

.frﬁntLiness we have the capacity to produce war materials and the articles

nécessary for the maintenance of a sound, hea]tny, c1V1lnan oconomy strong

,enough to endwre a long war.

To insure the success of the war effort, we musﬁ,preserve a hea]thy

v?balancc betwecn (1) the armed services, (2) the production of war mauerlals,

Do

x:(ahd (3) our civilian economy. To do all this we must proy%de adequate brans
portatlon ¢aci*;ties; This means that the railroads must receive the équipment
which they aeced to maintain tﬁeir essential service. Operators of tirucks and
busses must be able Lo acquire equipment and parts for repairs without unnecessary
delay and trouble, We must build barges and operate them to carry petroleun and
other heavy products, We must provide bLires and gasblinélfor private cars in

.. amounts sufficie né‘to naintain reasonably satisfactory living conditiong. We

v

*‘must provide farm machinery for fobd production and sugar for domestic canning.

We mus t‘provide adequate supplies of clothing, shelter for workers, fuel for

[

heat, doctors for medical attention and fertilizer for truck and victory .

gardens.

The war in the Pacific may be very long if we are to insist upon

< total victory, We must insist on total victory and be satisfied with nothing
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lcés because any other course will simply invite another ﬁar,within twenty
~;years, for which we might be less well prepared than we are today.

All of this estaoJLShps the nCC@”Slty for mulntalnlng what “have. .

termed '"balance!, to the end that our poople may have the will to cndurc and

" to carry on until complcte v1ctory has been obhalined.

The task of assuring that proper at tcntjon 1siﬁiven to]tnose matﬁers

is one;of the principal concerns of the Special Committe@:of thé,Sen%te,Iﬂvggti'
gating the Natlonel Defense FProgram, of which I am uhalrman«,‘Thiénﬁésk‘iﬁ cf
cqual impcrtance to that of preventing waste., e must do both éacause wé musﬁ 
both be prép@rod to win the war, no matter how long it tqkés, and to maintain;

the unwavering interest of the people in doing that; and, at the same,time3 e,

must try to win the war at a minimum of cost, for all of you wlll bL pajlng

N

for this war as long as you live.

The cost of waging totel war is so greav ﬁﬁat itvié jﬁpoéséble for
human beings to understand its extent. How can any of us visuclize three
hundred thousand millions of dollars? The war may cost much more than that,
and tﬁore is no way of calculating the cost in dead and wounded.

But not cverything in war is on the dcb t side.

Yar shakes our social and ccénomic structures to their very founda~
tions, but that which is best in them is so cbviously rl”hb and nﬂeded that
it is strong cnough to survive war.

£

Fush of who® we lose by war is well lost, and we also obtnln some

51

new and important gains.
In peacetine, we gut intn a business-ts-usial type of thinking. It
is casy to do business ot the old stand in the samc time-honored ways. FPeorple

tend to follow slavishly the old maxim "let well enough alone.™

y b;'fPriunalz
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It takes energy and dering to branch out in new fields. Even the

men who possess those qualities are circumscribed by the caution of those

“

with whom they arc associated.
‘The energetic and daring businessman must deal with his local banke
with the supplicrs of materials, and with his retail outlets. Each of these

sources 1s usually unwilling to try any new and, to them, dangerous expgriméntégw

unless it is impossible to go on doing business as it has been done before.

The whole pattern of peacetime business activity is ngainst change;ul‘”

and improvements during peacetime arc left to the few who have the hardihdodﬁ@l

to undergo must unusual risks, . g
égﬁar changes all this.

' The changes incident to war are sc many, and their effects upon busi--

ness. so great, that it is impossible to go back to the old way of doing things.

Fven the most conservative persons are forced by circumstences to go into new

A

ventures and new ways of producing.
* In this way we have enormously increased our dapacity to produce = =

hasic rew materials. Today our capecity to produce aluminum has been increaéed 

by more than six times. Our capacity to produce magnesium has been incroaéedﬁli 

by nearly a hundred times; The facilities for the production of alloy steels

have boeﬁ increased more than five times, Wo have built a huge artificjal

rubber industry snd have greatly expanded and increesed our plastic industry;:

In addition to increasing the capacity to produce materials, we have

developed new methods of utilizing them. e know how to roll, forge, cast *

and extrude aluminum and 2re learning how to process and use magnesium in ways #

we previously thought impossible, The same is true of plastics and plywood. ™
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As a result of all this, we can be assured that we will havé ﬁofé;
and better materials for post-war use at much lower cost, We will be’able, W; ”‘J
to make articles which we did not know how te make at all, and we Will be abiéhi”
to make, for povular sule, articlgs which fbrmerly were too diffipﬁlt and
expensive to warrant their manufacture even for the usge of tho wealthy.

In this war we have already spent more than ten bil lion dol Lars,Oﬁ:#‘
hew plants. With this money we have built the best factory buildings in the
world and equipped them with vast quentities of the fine%t and most‘upwto~daﬁé‘
machingry in the @orld. There are thousands of such plants, and almost evéry:
large Eéhmunity in the Country has at least one or two of them. In short, w
have rebuilt American industry. Its potential capacity Tor the production of;; 

peacetime goods ig enormous.

Thus, we have the materials, the new skills with which to utiliiéV‘r'

~

them, ‘and the factories and machinery with which to produce all that we need,
We also have the labor. During the ten years preceding our entry into the war,
weo always had several millions of unemployeds This condition must never be

allowed to cxist again. As a result of the war production program, we have

also traincd many millions of women who are today working in factories at
various skills, I have found in ny examination of the various<pl&n§sxthatr
women are considered to be equal to men in most work and superior to men ir
some kinds of work,.

The last war put the women into the offices, and they never Yeft
thems This war has pub thom into the factorics. Let no one imagine that the
women will permit thumsclves o be shunted out of these jobs which they have

sg woll demonstratcd their cape eity to doe. Instead thoy will continue to -

producc to the cnd that they and their femilies, and cveryone else in this

country can have more and better goods for less money.
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We also have the market an which immense guantitlies of consumer
goods can be sold. Mest of the censumer goods in this country were produced
some years buack, Most of it will be worn out by the end of the war, Nearly

all of it will be obsolete and shabby in comparison with new goods. Its

‘

replacement will provide a tremendeus market. After having endur%@ the rigdrs‘

of a long war, everyone will be most interested in obtaining new articles and -

new. goods so that they can enjoy the fruits of victory, .nemely a héppy hd@ellif‘

Money will be available te purchase the goods. During this wi'
nearly: all of the indebtedness which has been built up by reasoﬁ of the purdhasgj 

of goods on the partial payment plan has been repaid:‘ Today Americans afen,“

largely out of debt except for their homes. In addition, Americans'havé,ﬁufe;1‘

o

chased many tens of billions of dollars of War Bondsz and the savings'aCQOunts
in banks have ingreased, All these billions will be available %Q'purchésé“
new gaods and articles,

Thus we have everything necessary to produce and distribute for use o

in the ordinary home more than wag ever scen before in the history of the

world, if, and I underscore this, and only if we are equal to the task of

utilizing what we have,

PR
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We have no alternative but to try, becaugé We héye»fééhﬁffiéd‘é@r
people from coast to coast., We have moved millioné bf peo?ié”gdt of their .
homes:ta new locations, Wé have desfroyed £en§ of ghousandé'6f éméiiThﬁ§iﬁé§§¢£i§,'
It is absolutely impossible to ge back end restore our peopié to ﬁﬁé‘ﬁléﬁééi |
they lived before the war started, and our businessas‘%o the condition in
which they then were,

We must either subsititube new skills ang new articles and an

entirely new economy, based on the time-tested principles of private initiative

v «
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deﬁéiopment, or we rust prepare ourselves to endure the &orst tines Wbiéﬁ this
Counﬁry‘has ever faced. The latter alternative is unthinkable,‘especiéﬁjya‘
we have everything necessary to achieve the former

This country must choose between leading the WOfld in producihéhneWQ

and better articles for wide- spread popular d¢utr“butjon aronv aLW classes,

or becoming a seccond rate power and watching Mussia, Asia or a resurgent‘Ge%many

pass?it by.

any. other r } ort.  We must lead or fal beh nd. I know that all of you are

going to see . to it that we do not fall behind.

Let us look into the future that is before us.

Nearly all the automobiles in the country will be worn out. New

automobiles will be built in an entirely new d@siqnw‘,Fér‘example,fH nry Kais

has desigﬁ%d a completely new automobile to be mxnufactured by hls Companytmj; Hb
It is a light-weight car with a rear drive engine, Thc engine prnduceb more
power per pound, due to the higher compression that is ppssible withythe new
:f\nﬁracle 100-octane gasoline, which will be available for‘éiVilién use afterjA,g
the war. iess power will be needed to drive the car becausé of the use of
aluminum, magnesium, and plastics which will reduce its weigbt and 1its ¢ost, \1v¥f
without sacrificing either room cr comfort. Less manhours will be rquired
to bulld tbe car. Mr, Kalser hopes to sell il through gas stations; 1iké tireé

.
and batteries, for sbout “400,

This is no idle dreem. Mr, Faiser is actually building cne automobila‘j‘
as a test car. If he doesn't build this new type of automobile for regular use,

it will be built by scone aircraft manufacturer or by someone like Andrew ngglnsﬁ

“of New Orleans or by one of the regnlar autonobile producers.

I‘I‘}"" . : -. 4
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Igor Sikersky has shown the Truman Committee the performance of Whiéhfff”

helicopters are capable. The first one cost {260,000, but vastly better}onééﬁ*i{'”
will be built and sold commercially, within a few short yearé, for less §héﬁk« J
$2,000, The Greyhound sus Lines have already publich snnounced that they 1ntend
to use them in lieu of busses as connecting links with air Lranscuntlnental “outes.

The helicopter can rise and descend vertically and Wiﬁh@it,youfcah

land in places that would not only be impossible for airplanes, but which would .

Le insccessible te either boat or land vehicles, -
The helicopter will be relatively safe. Eveh when the engine fgiigf’

to work, its rotors will enable it to descend safely. The only aaﬁger wili_ﬁeL

that %dreless drivers and rocd-hogs of the future will run into the rotors,vandw;

even that danger probably will not be any greater than that to which you wére L 

sub jected before the war on weekend trips on crowded hiphways.

You all are aware of the progress which bas already been obtélnadajfi
from the airplanc. We can safely hope for much more. The day is not ?ar als~
tant w%en an airplane engine, weighing less than 100 pounds and capable of
producing 100 horse-power, which would be amole for a small vrivate plane, will
be produced in mase quantities for {100 each. With the new techniques of using
magnesium and aluminum and the new supplies of those formerly cost;y ?etals,u 
it should be possible to make private airplsnes well within the purcﬁasing |

power of the ordinary citizen.

Television is on the threshhold of great development, It is truo

that thére are wany technical and commerciul difficulties which must still be
overcome, But the day cannot be far off when our homes, schools, offices and 
automob%les will bc equipped with television sets, Ve will see news and £ DO T~
ing events while they are actually hawpening. Moviss, concerts and variety shows

will be enjoved by millions of living room audicnces all over the country.

Television may have a profound influence on our future zocial, political, and

Papers. ofT, . .
I Sc TUIma R
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The hovsin Ticle shavle “wovics & whole e 1new vy for this cowntry, 0

sgreater in size and importance than the automobile industry ever wag. Our big
.cities, like New York, Chicago and Detroit, all have blilited arveas of tenement..

“hovses, the conbtinuance of which vould be a public disgrace., 3Such areas are
) P {

usually centrally located snd nesr the business district, end the lsnd is extremely

valuable, The tenements should be torn down and rejplaced with new, wide and hand-
gome boulevards lined with five and six-story aportment structures of the most ‘M] f

. modern type, Such structures should have playgrounds on the roois, whcrc child~f*'”

¥

ren can safely pluy ant g6l the light and sir they need to uevelop 5 ronp hea“thy

bodies, mha'apurtnunts should be cormodious and equipped with modern convenibnceq'

M i3
!

to lessen the housework of the tenants, mosmt of whom will be employed in offices "*}5'

or factories,

The building of these new homes will provide employment for tens of

thousands of building trade workers, who night otherﬁﬁse e idle and who miubt even
be forced t6 become public charges. To do this the municipalities must c00peratei 
by creating proper tax siructures that will provide the revenue necessary without
discouraging the buildinge and improvements we need. Similarly, the labor uniouns
nmust be willing to establish rates and working conditions such that the cost of
lator will not make the project prohititvive. Some of the more far-sighted leaders‘
of union labor in the Building Trades Industry have alrcady realized this, XYor
example, in Kansas City, the Pregident of the Building Trades Councll stated thqt

he and his éssociates realised that ot their regulsr building trades wagos, the

~cost of homes would be se prohibitively bign that their own members would be denied
the kind of living coaditions that they want and deserve, He stated that the Kansa
City Building Trades Council is considering establishing a double standard of union

wages - one to apply on factories and business buildings, snd the other to apply at

lower rate on apartments and dwelling houscs. Intelligent cction along these and

"Ha.r'ry ot -
'torial and Vice-Presi-
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gimilar lines will be most helpful. e wnust nod be penny wise snd dollar foolishy

n

he building industry will not only T'emake our o matropolitan center

=

$

but it will also creatc prosperity and betbor Livine conditions in overy sown and

amlet of the country. New moterisls or old lor new uscs, such as

seisl pra-fabricated articles will be used

PIVWOOL And

plastics, gliss-bri
in the homes, as o ruewlt of which 1t shoula be possible to build o house with 1“‘*f
many hours less of lablor and a house which will be better insulatcd - cooler in the
summer and vasior fo oot in the winter, Probvably geveloprents vill be made bo

guch an cxtent that it will be pogsible Yo order whole rooms as tnits. Small and

v

incxnonsive Luu es will asvailable for youny couples who have little money, which

later can be added to as family and the lncone lnereasos,

The helicopfer, the improvoments in the avtuomobile and in the higlways, R
gnd the factorics « eogpecially the presont war plats - bullt in outlying reglons,

will make it possible to disperse housing over a wider area so that each family

can hope and CX)LCt o have sufficient grounc sor its cliildren to play and for the

~
-

planting of fruit tross and gardens,.

There will 2lso be e in vhe ilroads, Houst ol then woere in

poor financisl condition at the time the war broke oubs DBub, by roagson of the

enormous tral’fic woich they have buen called upon to carry during this war -~ both o

in freight and passongers, thoeir reovenucs have so inercased that oven affoer paying oo

heavy taxcs and larger wascs they have beon able greatly bto improve their finanelal .

'Lrubkurw. Moot of Hihedr caquipment will be uwoin out or iu necd of estonsive

) g

4

repalir after the wa», This will be particularly true of their locomotives,

and as a rcsult of the war and the vasl inercwse in our capacity to produce i

Tlesel engines; we will be weady and ablo bo producs equipment for
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the railroads far superior to anything which they previously had.  Such aquip— -

ent will enable the railroads to run longer and faster trains and, by‘ihe mofé¢
efficient use of their track and other facilities, %o c;rry freight at lower‘ |
cost. Passenger traffic should be fastor, smoother and cheaper, Probably
instead of having pullman and coach classes, the railroads will have three or
four classes. The first class will consist of eﬂuipment‘with all bedroomé;
many of which will even have showcrs., The second class will consist of the‘Gl
present pullman lower and upper berth equipment which will be used at cheapé?H’
prices as tourist sleecpers. The third class may well be friple-deck cheap é§%cﬁi)}
sleepers, where those desiring to sleep in a bed can obtsain it for a‘fractidﬁf‘tg@ >

i ‘s . , ‘nq :
more than.the cost of riding in the coaches, The fourth class will be new

v

¢oaches with reclining seats of the most modern type that can be designed.

O

Of course, all railroad equipment will be better ventilated and air-conditioned

and people will recall the present difficult travelling conditions as & so

‘ & ;
of nightmare which it will be hard te believe ecver occurred.

A

Thore will also be great improvements in the packaging, storing and = -

selling of vegetables, fruits and meats. The present vegetable markets where

vegetables, gathered hours or even days before, are piled up in bins open to
O

contamination from the air, and sllowed to dry -and wither away will be the rare =

. Coe N
exception, except in rural areas where the time between the harvest and the

sale .to the consumer is short. Deep {reezers, similar to the BirdswEgéifré
seen in many local stores today, will be just as common in the homé‘§£ £5éA£uuuf9 “
as the electric refrigerator is in the prescnt home. Not, only will the frui&?V&;f ‘
and vegetables be purer, but they will have heen made ready for almést iﬁsééﬁﬁff'
use by factories where the tedious job of shelling peas and beans will have

been done by machinery for the housewife of the future, .
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Your children will pity the way their parents lived in the "thirties®
as much as you pity the arduous labor of your parents in the %eighties" and
"minetiest. Your children will not only live better then you, but they will
live longer than you. We are surce to witness pgreat strides in the advancement

of the medicsl scicnce.

A1l thesc things nnd nony nore can be accomplished if we have the will

end the encrgy and the knowledge with which to do it. America has a great

future, and the Cormittec, of uhich I have the honor to be the Chairman, has
tried hard to sce to it thet the wer program is so plenned and directed that
all thése benefits of the future crn be obtnincd as a repayment, in part at
1cast,'of the enormous sums spont to prosccute the war., To that Qnda the Com—
mittee has visited hundreds of plants and cxamined dozons of proccsscs. Whoré
neccssary, it hes intervened with the Wor Production Board, the War Department,
the Nevy Department and other governmental agencics to sce to 1t that those
peoplé, capable of clear thinking, who dovisc noy nethode and new products are
glven ab least an cousl opportunity in the war production effort to do the job
in such a way that therc will be left to the country, after the war, a sound
and healthy cconony capable of the kind of prosperity that this nation deserves.
The Committco has at all times had in mind that moncy can be saved,
not only by not spending it wastefully, but elso by sponding it for plants ahd'
machine tool facilitics which can be used after the wor for the benefit of all
. ‘
our people. kuch has been accomplished in this wny,-and I truly beliovd that
if we all put our sholders to the wheol, it will be possible for this éountry
to enter into a ~olden cra of prosperity after the wear. To do this, private
business ~nd initiative must be allowed 2n opportunity tq work and produccs

unidn leadership must be intellisent, for-sighted, ready to sacrifice, if

i o
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necessary, small advantages to obtain

people in general. last, but
its part to aid sad asgisgt Drivate busines
within which the economy can funetion.
And while we meke plans for our nation’s postwar economy, we musﬁ
also help to build a Ffoundation in the postwar world that
men everywhere their-baslc human rights,
objectives as outlined in the Fuur.Freedoms, Ve are fighting now that the Four
Freedoms shall be not only freedoms for the United Nations but a heri%ége'forj'

all the peovles of the world, History has bestowed upon us a sclemn respbnSirj R

k-

bility: " We must make the plan for a lasting and just peace. We failed before .
-~ we dare not fail this time.

You young men and women will be called upon to help build the

>

attern and execute the plane fmr 2 postwar world. Your actions and decisions
¢ It ] . ‘

will play a great part in making that world. You have received excellent

not

training in these clasgsrooms fox

Lea

the

we can rely on you to carry out yvour

couraize and vision,

momentbous task belore

resvnonsibiliti

)

Senatorial and Vice-Presi-

;;é 2 ;_Har'ry* :
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will

inteliigence,

for union membershiv and the
, the povernment must be vrepsred to do

and to provide s sound fromework

Our President hag proclaimed our war

vou and we know




